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Resolve to Advance your Career in 2005 
With our #1-ranked Executive MBA Program! 


The John Molson School of Business EMBA Advantage: 


¢ World class ranking (Financial Times of London) 
¢ 20 years of experience in EMBA program delivery 
e — State-of-the-art curriculum 

e — Experienced, international faculty 

¢ Dynamic cohort experience 

¢ — Personalized and supportive learning environment 


In its November 2004 rankings of EMBA programs worldwide, the prestigious Financial Times of London, 
for the third time, ranked the John Molson Executive MBA #1 in Quebec and #3 in Canada. The John 


Molson School of Business is clearly your best choice in Quebec for a world class EMBA experience. 


For more information: Please call Lucille Hreha at (514) 848-2424, ext. 2995 or 
Visit our website at http://www.johnmolson.concordia.ca/emba 


John Molson 
School of Business 
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Stern’s Final Bow 


After losing everything to the Nazis, Max Stern 
arrived in Canada and rose to become one of 

this country’s pre-eminent art dealers. Concordia 
is now helping his legacy live on 

by Julie Gedeon 


Built to Last 


Concordia’s building engineering professors 
played a key role in helping make the Integrated 
Engineering, Computer Science and Visual Arts 
Complex a better, smarter and environmentally 
friendlier structure 

by Patrick McDonagh 


Alumni Profile: Novel Ideas 


Alumni authors Elisabeth Harvor, Nino Ricci, 
Edeet Ravel, Tess Fragoulis and Richard King 
turn fiction into fact 

by Howard Bokser and Debbie Hum 
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I cherish my memories of Loyola from the late 
'60s and early 70s. Both in and out of the class- 
room I was able to flourish by being patt of Loyolas 
honours political science program, with its small 
class sizes and dedicated and passionate teachers. 


Among those outstanding professors was Henri 
Habib. The charismatic founder of Loyola's 
Department of Political Science took personal 
interest in his students. Now a Concordia professor 
emeritus, Dr. Habib still teaches and remains a 
renowned Mid East scholar. 


That’s why I was honoured to be able to help 
establish the Henri P. Habib Distinguished 
Speakers Series on Peace, Conflict and Global 
Politics in the 21st Century- For the inaugural 
event, held September 30 at Homecoming 04, we 
were fortunate to hear the Hon. Lloyd Axworthy 
discuss the topic of global citizenship. 


It’s also been my pleasure to have established the 
Goldie and Joe Raymer Endowment, named in 
honour of my parents, tO support student and 
professor exchanges and collaboration between 
Concordia’s Faculty of Engineering and Computer 
Science and the Technion-Israel Institute of 
Technology. The academic, cultural and individual 
experience has been invaluable for all involved, 
allowing participants the opportunity to establish 
lasting friendships with those from different back- 
grounds. It has also given us che chance to forge 
meaningful bonds with the students. 


My husband, Ben Wygodny, is also a Concordia 
graduate (S BA 69), as are our three children. 

Ir thrills me to be able to give something back 

to a place that has given out family so much. 


To see how 
you too can make a diffi 
please call the Office of University erence, 


Advancement & Alumni Relations, 


1-888- 
888-777-3330 or (514) 848-2424 ext. 4856 





agendas 


here was a great buzz at Concordia 
; this fall: Loyola and Sir George 

bustling with students; a festive 
orientation week; can’t-miss-’em shuttle 
buses on the roads; and construction 
cranes overhead on both campuses, most 
noticeably for the spectacular, nearly 
completed complex on Ste. Catherine St. 
(see page 12). 

Next was Homecoming, as more than 
3,000 alumni and others returned fora 
terrific line-up of speakers and reunion 
events (see page 22), brought together 
by Homecoming coordinator Cindy 
Hedrich, alumni relations director Laura 
Stanbra and their staff and volunteers. 

Just when all was going well — our 
annual scandal. This summer, Jewish 
student group Hillel had invited former 
Israeli P.M. Ehud Barak to speak at Con- 
cordia in October, but in late September 
the university's risk assessment team 
concluded that security for the event 
could not be guaranteed at Loyola and 
the surrounding area, which includes 
a daycare and Loyola High School. 

The next day, the local and national 
newspaper headlines and editorials 
were ablaze: “Goncordia Bans Talk” 
(Globe and Mail); “Barak, persona non 
grata” (La Presse); “Barak interdit de 
parole” (Le Devoir); and so on. Organized 
protests and letters to the university 
and newspapers followed, decrying 
Concordia’s assault on free speech. 

One problem: Concordia administra- 
tors did not “ban” anyone's freedom of 
speech. Concordia in fact did what it 
could to facilitate Barak’s appearance in 
Montreal by offering to co-sponsor his 
speech off campus, a detail the newspa- 
pers downplayed — why ruin a good 
story? Hillel, regrettably, chose to snub 
this proposition, which, as Concordia’s 
senior administration wrote in a joint 
statement on October 6, “calls into ques- 
tion whether [the organizers] truly wish 
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Concordia dogged by controversy... 










to hear Mr. Barak's views or, rather, wish 
to advance their own political agenda.” 

In November, Concordia announced 
it would upgrade the security of one of 
its sites to allow for any speaker or event, 
and would then invite Barak to campus. 
Some saw this as an about face, but it 
actually affirms what the university 
has said all along, that its primary 
concern is safety. 

And what did B'nai Brith of Canada do 
next? File a complaint with the Quebec 
Human Rights Gommission claiming 
Concordia discriminates against Jews. 
Even other Jewish groups publicly 
criticized B'nai Brith for this blatantly 
politically motivated act. 

Of course, there’s plenty of hypocrisy 
to go around. Back in 2002 | attended 
a public forum in the Hall Building’s 
H-110 shortly after the Benjamin 
Netanyahu fiasco. When told that 
impeding Netanyahu’s right to speak 
set a horrible precedent, Palestinian 
supporters in the audience insisted that 
they would oppose the presence of only 
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OH, Don'T 
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two individuals: Netanyahu and Ariel 
Sharon. But in mid September 2004, a 
Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights 
spokesperson told the Link, “[W]e will 
pursue all necessary avenues to convince 
the administration to refuse Barak.” 
Soon afterward they labelled the author 
of Israel's most serious peace offering 
to Palestinians a “war criminal,” some- 
thing true only in their own minds. 
I wonder who next will be added to their 
list of undesirables: any Israeli M.P.? 
Any Israeli? Any supporter of Israel?... 
Another irony: Remember those from 
outside Concordia who maligned the 
university for its moratorium on public 
talks relating to the Mideast in late 2002? 
I was expecting to hear their cries when 
it was reported (however falsely) that 
Concordia was again obstructing free 
speech. But instead, a deafening silence. 
Defending Israeli P.M.s, it seems, 
doesn't fit their political objectives. 
What a shame that others continue 
to use Concordia as a platform for their 
own agendas, at our expense. ® 
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Serious engineers 

] am an avid reader of the Concordia 
University Magazine and enjoyed your 
"30 Things We Love About Concordia” 
(September 04). What I 
didn't like was the heading 
"Engineers at Play” (p. 21). 
The Bridge Building 
Competition epitomizes 
“Engineers at Work.” 
Classroom instruction is 
fundamental, but the real 
engineering begins when 
it’s put into practice. 
Gwyneth Edwards, MBA 96 
Montreal 


Better to be 
positive 

I read with great interest Dr. Singer's 
analysis of the status of Concordia 
University ("Behind the Scenes,” 
September o4,) and congratulate all the 
personnel for their contribution to its 
success and recognition. | however 
object to the terms “in-your-face uni- 
versity’ and “concrete manifestation... 
of true quality” used by him to define 
Concordia today. The words imply a 
certain arrogance and suffisant attitude. 
Are we to conclude that humility, our 
university's roots and what Sir George 
accomplished are passé, to be replaced 
by “in-your-face” arrogance and lots of 
concrete? The accomplishments of 
Concordia are ample proof of its suc- 
cess; it is not necessary to pump up its 
image with rhetoric that is trendy, 
aggressive and inappropriate to an edu- 
cational institution that can well live 
with its past, function in the present 
and has the energy and resources to 
build its future. 

Robert DesLauriers, S BA 65 

Montreal 


Favouring tradition 


According to the September 9 
Concordia’s Thursday Report (and report- 
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ed in Concordia University Magazine, 
September 04), Concordia’s Board of 
Governors, at the request of the 
Rector’s Cabinet and its executive, 
approved the change of the English 
titles of Concordia’s senior administra- 
tors. The Rector is 
now President and 
the Vice Rectors now 

Vice Presidents. The 

CTR wrote, “The rea- 

son given is the con- 

formity to practice 
through North 
America.” 

Why in Quebec do 
we have to follow a 
North American fad? 

During my studies at 
sir George Williams 
University, the title of the head of the 
institution was either Dean or 
Principal, and these were commonly 
used by students and professors. When 
the union of Loyola and Sir George 
occurred, the title Rector was bestowed 
on the director of Concordia University 
based on the Loyola tradition. 

Did the Cabinet consult the three 
alumni associations? The Cabinet stat- 
ed it wanted to conform to North 
American practice. Why? Our nation 
was built on the respect of differences. 
Therefore we do not have to change our 
personality. Finally, Goncordia repre- 
sents a marriage between Loyalists (Sir 
George) and New France (Loyola). 
Hence it is a unique and historical 
institution. 

I wonder why Dr. Lowy accepted such 
change when he knows that his term is 
ending soon (May 31, 2005). I feel that we 
should respect our historical background. 
Kamel Helmy, S BA 68 
Montreal 


Debating history 
self-described “history buff” Owen 
Prince's analysis of the origins of the 
Middle East conflict (Letters, 
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September 04) is unfortunately a regur- 
gitation of the worn-out Israeli line that 
in 1948 the Zionists only wanted co- 
existence while the Arabs plotted to 
“eradicate” the Jews. History tells a dif- 
ferent story. Although Zionist leaders 
did indeed accept the 1947 UN partition 
that divided Palestine into a Jewish and 
an Arab state, this was only a tactical 
move towards their goal of eventually 
conquering all of Palestine. In 1937 
David Ben-Gurion, who would eventual- 
ly become Israel's first prime minister, 
declared that “the acceptance of parti- 
tion does not commit us to renounce 
TransJordan. ... We shall accept a state 
with fixed boundaries today, but the 
boundaries of Zionist aspirations are the 
concern of the Jewish people and no 
external factor can limit them.” Shortly 
after Israel’s creation in 1948, a terrorist 
leader named Menachem Begin, who 
would also later become prime minister, 
insisted that “partition of the homeland 
is illegal. .. . Eretz Israel (biblical Israel) 
will be restored to the people of Israel.” 
Contrary to the spurious claims of 
Israeli propagandists, Arabs were not 
always hostile to a Jewish presence in 
their midst. Indeed, for over a thousand 
years and with only a few rare excep - 
tions, Jews fleeing persecution in 
Europe found refuge, hospitality and 
tolerance in Arab lands. (How revealing 
that while “no dogs or Jews allowed” 
signs dotted the Eastern townships of 
Quebec in the 1920s, entire Jewish com- 
munities lived and flourished in hun- 
dreds of cities across the Arab and 
Muslim world.) Contrary to Mr. Prince’s 
contention, Arab rejection of the UN 
partition plan in 194.7 was not motivated 
by anti-Jewish sentiments, but by justi- 
fiable outrage over the proposed 
implantation in its midst of a foreign 
colony with ambitious territorial 
designs. Most importantly for today, 
while the entire Arab world has offered 
full peace with Israel in return for 
full Israeli withdrawal from the lands 


occupied in 1967 (as demanded by the 
entire world body through numerous 
UN resolutions) Israel continues to flout 
international law. What choice do 
Palestinians have but to resist such an 
illegal and brutal occupation? 

John Dirlik, BA 90 

Montreal 


Those Who Can, Teach 

My instructor stood at the front of the 
classroom and addressed us on the sub- 
ject of teaching. There were 22 of us: the 
night school diehards — ghostly under 
fluorescent lights and winter pallor — 
the ones who finish their day jobs then 
go to school. “Think of the best teacher 
you ever had,” she challenged us. My 
brain spoke back, “You are one of them, 
but not the best, not the paradigm.” 

I didn't need to scan the roster of 
long-forgotten faculty and staff at two 
universities, three colleges, two high 
schools and four elementary schools. 
Everything in me knew the answer was 
Dr. Pallen — Robert Pallen, PhD. 

I could see him before me, striding 
into class, suit and tie both usually 
brown, broad smile, and arms full of 
texts and binders. “Good afternoon, 
men!” he would beam, averting his 
glance from mine and grinning wider. 
These were the ‘7os, when friendly sex- 
ist banter was still funny and was taken 
as such. 

We, the “men,” were 12, the dirty 
dozen of the chemistry department, 
who met weekly in a windowless base- 
ment lecture room of the Drummond 
Science Building. The 12 of us — 11 with 
Y chromosomes, and me — were a group 
of loners and brains whose idea of a fun 
elective was Advanced Theoretical 
Inorganic Chemistry. Were we there 
because we loved chemistry, loved the 
way Dr. Pallen taught it, or did we just 
love the man — his energy, dedication, 
preparedness, passion for his subject, 
and love of us, his students? Did we 
love the way he treated us as intellectual 


equals? No question ever went unan- 
swered, or at least unpondered. 

“Think of what made him or her a 
great teacher,” my instructor added, 
bringing me 25 years forward into 
another classroom, another family of 
fellow learners. “When you go into the 
classroom, teach the way they taught 
you and you will be a great teacher.” 

How did he teach? What were the 
secrets of being a great teacher? He 
knew and loved his subject, could make 
us understand it so thoroughly that we 
loved it too. Like any passion, we came 
to crave more and often strayed into 
theoretical discussions worthy of any 
think tank. He taught with humour, 
let us know he knew more than we did, 
but challenged the student to overtake 
the mentor. I believe a great teacher 
doesn't light a fire under you to motivate 
and keep you going; they light the fire 
within you, which burns years after the 
initial spark meets tinder. 

As for being one of his “men,” 

I was proud of that. I never expected 
nor received special treatment because 
I was female. I was there to learn. 

Two days after the night class in 
which I resolved to teach like the best 
I ever learned from, the September 
2004, Concordia Unwersity Magazine 
arrived and with it the news that Dr. 
Pallen had died at the age of 7o. He had 
retired years before but returned to the 
university to study music, to pursue 
something else he loved. 

Dr. Pallen changed my life. I didn't 
follow the path he might have anticipat- 
ed, but I stayed true to myself and I 
think he would have liked that — it went 
along with the patched overalls and 
army boots he would have remembered. 

Many times he said to call him “Bob,” 
but I never could. I was raised to show 
respect, and | had too much admiration 
for those with PhD after their name to 
ever omit the title “Dr.” So for the four 
years I knew him, he was Dr. Pallen, my 
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teacher, advisor, counsellor and friend. 
Thank you, Dr. Bob. I hope you knew 

how much your men loved you. 

Nancy Morrey, BSc 77 

Cambridge, Ont. 


Clarifications 

The September 2004, issue of 
Concordia University Magazine reported 
Concordia's Institute of Go-operative 
Education began operations in 1990 
(p. 18) — it started in 1981. 

In Class Acts (p. 37), Michelle 
Tisseyre was listed as a 2004, graduate 
of Concordia. She holds no Concordia 
degree. 

In “30 Things We Love About 
Concordia,” the “Visual Arts Building 
sculpture garden” section reported that 
the falling figure on the pole was the 
work of student Carrick Dennison — it 
was in fact created by student Michael 
Doerksen. 
Carrick 
built the 
large white 
balloon- 
like sculp- 
ture in the 
garden. 





Evaine DENIS 





[ univarasity Ord 
Concordia University Magazine welcomes 
readers’ comments. Letters should include 
the writer’s full name, address, school(s), 
degree(s) and year(s) of graduation for 
alumni. Letters may be edited for length 
and clarity. No letter will be published with- 
out the full name of the correspondent. 
Correspondence should be sent to the 
Editor, Concordia University Magazine, 1455 
de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., Montreal, Que., 
H3G 1M8. Fax: (514) 848-2826, e-mail: 
Howard.Bokser@concordia.ca 

web: magazine.concordia.ca 
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Concordia fosters the legacy 
ofa prominent Montreal art dealer 


by Julie Gedeon 


Max Stern and his wife Iris looking 
at an advertisement showing 
works from the Stern collection 
confiscated by the Nazis, c.1950. 


Max Stern showing a painting by Emily Carr 
to a prospective client at the Dominion 
Gallery of Fine Art, c. 1944. 





uiet, a large oil-on-canvas 
forest scene painted by Emily 
Carr, fetched $1,121,250 last 
spring — a record auction 
rice that would have 
delighted the late Max Stern. 
The renowned Montreal art dealer 
became enchanted with the work of 
Canada’s first lady of art during his 
initial West Coast tour in 194.4, when 
Stern persuaded Carr to sell him many 
of her early paintings and organized her 
first and only successful commercial 
exhibition, at the Dominion Gallery in 
Montreal. “Emily Carr's success would 
not have occurred in the same way or as 
early without Dr. Stern,” confirms 
Charles Hill, curator of Canadian art at 
the National Gallery of Canada. “He was 
an enormous catalyst for Canadian art.” 
Paul-Emile Borduas, Stanley 
Cosgrove, Jean-Philippe Dallaire, 
E.J. Hughes, John Lyman, Goodridge 
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Roberts and Marian Scott are just some 


of the other Canadian artists whom 
Stern helped achieve international 
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recognition. Posthumously, Max Stern 
and his wife, Iris, continue their legacy 
of fostering up-and-coming artists 
and enriching the cultural life of art 
enthusiasts in Montreal and around 
the world. Ever grateful to Montreal 
for giving him and Iris a safe and 
happy place to live and prosper, Stern 
arranged to encourage art and art 
education in his adopted homeland. 
He bequeathed most of his estate to 
Concordia and McGill universities, 
and Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
Stern's ties to Concordia go back to 
1966, when Samuel Schecter, he and 
several other collectors initiated the 
Sir George Williams University Art 
Gallery. Over the years, Stern con- 
tributed generously to what is now 
the Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery 
at Concordia. Today, proceeds from 
the Stern estate are significantly 
improving opportunities for the 
study, research and exhibition of art. 
They've helped to finance the new 
Visual Arts building and establish 


various funding programs. All in all, 
a remarkable achievement for a man 
forced to start over in mid-life with 
almost nothing. 


Life disrupted 


Born in Miinchengladbach, Germany, 
in 1904, Max Stern inherited his pas- 
sion for art from his father, gallery 
owner Julius Stern. “Dr. Stern often 
quoted his father’s aphorisms,” 

notes Hill, “saying, for instance, 

that dealers got rich buying art, not 
selling it.” Max Stern studied art 
history in Germany, France and 
Austria, obtaining a doctorate from 
the University of Bonn at the young 
age of 24. He took over the Stern 
Gallery after his father’s death in 
1934. Then came Adolf Hitler's 

Third Reich. 

"[T have had the opportunity to read 
letters written to Max Stern by Nazi 
officials in 1935, 1936 and 1937, let- 
ters filled with arrogance, disdain 
and insult,” relates one of Stern's 


Clarence Epstein and Charles Hill at the Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery in late September. The Ellen Gallery 
hosted the Dominion Gallery — Historical and Critical Perspectives symposium, which coincided with its exhibition 
Max Stern: The Taste of A Dealer, curated by Michel Moreault. In the background is fori Smith in Period Costume, 


1890 (1936), and The Blue Peignoir (1945), both by John Lyman. 
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estate co-executors, lawyer 
Robert Vineberg. “Letters 
stamped with swastikas, order- 
ing Max Stern to immediately 
liquidate the gallery and to 
cease carrying on his business.” 
Fearing for his life by 1937, 
Stern placed many of his paint- 
ings with a shipping agent and 
consigned the rest of the gallery's 
contents to the Lempertz Auction 
House in Cologne, which sold them 
at a fraction of their actual value. 
He fled to Paris, carrying nothing 


for Canada as an unthreatening 
refugee, but he arrived only to 
find himself interned for another 
two years as a ‘civilian alien,” 
first near Fredericton and later 

in Farnham, 
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Exterior of the Dominion Gallery on Sherbrooke Street West, Montreal. c. 1970: 
Jean d’Aire (1887), from the Burghers of Calais by Auguste Rodin; and Woman 
(also called La Parze; 1957-58, 1/8), by Henry Moore. In the window is Woman 
on a Sofa (about 1930), by Kees van Dongen. 





but a suitcase, before joining his sis- 
ter and brother-in-law in London. 
Stern worked in their gallery until 
Germany invaded France in 1940, 
and he found himself interned on the 
Isle of Man as an “enemy alien’ along 
with other German citizens. In 194), 
Stern obtained permission to leave 


| december 2004 issue 


Quebec. 

Arriving 
finally in 
Montreal in 
1942, stern 
began working 
for Rose 
Millman at 
the Dominion 
Gallery of 
Fine Art on 
Ste. Catherine 
Street. Within 
two years, the 
gallery's founder 
agreed to make 
the persistent 
Stern her busi- 
ness partner. 
Old Master 
paintings filled 
most of 
Montreal’s 
galleries at 
the time, but 
with encour- 
agement from 
historian 
Maurice Gagnon 
and artist John 
Lyman, Stern began promoting l'art 
vivant by living Canadian artists 
who needed a better venue to sell 
their work. 

Stern also enacted the European 
tradition of signing exclusive con- 
tracts, with Lyman, Cosgrove, 
Dallaire, Roberts, Scott, Hughes 
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IT WaS €XCITING TO WOrK WITH 

someone SO KNOWLEDGEABLE 

In sucH a HUGE GaLLETY. we mountepD 
numerous EXHIBITIONS anpD soLp 
EXTTaAaOrDINAlyY PaInTINGs anD SCULPTUFES. 


and others. “He immediately recog- 
nized the talent of these artists,” 
says Clarence Epstein, director of 
special projects in Concordia’s 
President's Cabinet. 

After the Second World War, 
Stern managed to retrieve some 
of his London holdings, as well as 
some of the art confiscated by the 
Nazis. In a position to support a wife 
at last, he married Iris Westerberg 
in 194.6. A year later, they pooled 
their resources to buy the Dominion 
Gallery and moved it to Sherbrooke 
Street West three years later. 


Impressive array 

“Dr. Stern took risks with artists he 
really liked,” recalls his former assis- 
tant, Michel Moreault, who recently 
curated Maz Stern: The Taste of a Dealer 
at the Ellen Gallery, featuring artwork 
sold by the Dominion Gallery. Stern 
never lowered the price of a work, 
Epstein adds. “He waited until the 
market understood its worth.” 

Stern turned more of his attention 
to sculptures in 1956, after coming 
across the work of Henry Moore 
during a European buying trip. He 
tracked down Moore in England 
and insisted on being his Canadian 
agent. Soon after, Stern became the 
Canadian representative for Jean 
Arp, Aristide Maillol and other 
20th-century sculptors, and he 
signed an exclusive arrangement 
for Auguste Rodin’s sculptures, 
purchasing them from the Rodin 
Museum in Paris. 

Montreal decorator Ronna Ellen 
recalls walking into the Dominion 
Gallery in the mid-1960s. “It seemed 
like a museum with its Group of Seven 








paintings and phenomenal sculp- 
tures,” says the daughter of Leonard 
and Bina Ellen. Although she had lit~- 
tle money as an art student, she pur- 
chased a small Cosgrove landscape, 
putting $5 down and a few more dol- 
lars whenever she could afford to do 
so. It’s now worth tenfold its original 
$225, price — but its personal value to 
Ellen is even greater. 

The Dominion Gallery's impressive 
array of art lured many curators, whom 
Stern often convinced to buy a sculp- 
ture or painting. As Moreault explains, 
“Once we could say that a particular 
artist's work was being displayed at the 
Art Gallery of Ontario or the National 
Gallery, it made it easier to sell that 
artist's work to other people.” 

Stern encouraged Moreault to 
become his assistant upon Moreault’s 
return from his art studies in Europe 
in 1968. While always formal and 
gracious with the public, Stern could 
be extremely demanding of himself 
and his staff. “Those of us who stayed 
respected him and accepted his 
autocratic ways, Moreault says. 

“He was a driven man, but also very 
kind and generous. It was exciting 

to work with someone so knowledge - 
able in such a huge gallery. We 
mounted numerous exhibitions 

and sold extraordinary paintings 

and sculptures.” 

Moreault remained a loyal assistant 
until Stern died of a heart attack in 
1987. Stern left instructions in his 
will for Moreault to keep running the 
Dominion Gallery, which Moreault 
did for another 13 years. 


Meaningful legacy 

People visiting the Dominion Gallery 
had sometimes asked the Sterns 
whether they had any sons or daugh- 
ters. “Our collection is our chil- 
dren, Max Stern always replied, 

and he meant it. The couple had 
amassed an extraordinary private col- 
lection of Old Master, European 
modern and Canadian art. _ 

The collection filled every nook 


The addition of a Rodin sculpture outside the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts 

is one of the most exciting developments commemorating Max Stern, says his 
long-time assistant, Michel Moreault, pictured here with the Rodin that greeted 
him every morning for much of his career at the Dominion Gallery. 


of the couple's 
apartment on the 
top floor of their 
four-storey 
gallery. Despite 
countless 
requests, the 
Sterns never sold 
any of it, instead 
donating select 
pieces from the 
1960s onwards 
to more than 20 
museums in 
Canada, the U.S. 
and Israel. 

As a primary 
beneficiary, 
Concordia 
received disburse- 
ments soon after 
the estate execu- 
tors began selling 
Stern's extensive 
assets. In 2000, 
the university 
offered its services 
to liquidate the 
contents of the 
Dominion Gallery, 
after selling the 
building and 
gallery name to a 
new owner. The 
university had 
already garnered 
a solid reputation 
after handling 
another large 
estate involving artwork. (See "The 
Diniacopoulos Adventure,” March 
2004.) When executors decided to 
sell the Dominion Gallery, Goncordia 
had to find space for almost 5,000 
paintings and sculptures in a hurry. 
Epstein negotiated storage at several 
auction houses in exchange for 
the consignment of works. 

Concordia also took charge of 
Stern's Painting Trust and metic- 
ulously followed his wishes for dis- 
bursement of the couple’s private 
collection. “We work in concert 
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with museums worldwide to ensure 
the Sterns will be commemorated 
in diverse ways to reflect the real 
depth of their passion for art and 
art education,” Epstein says. 

While Concordia’s work related 
to the Dominion Gallery will soon 


conclude, the university's efforts 


on behalf of the estate continue in 
another realm. Concordia is pursuing 
restitution for the art confiscated 
from Stern by the Nazis, including the 
paintings that Stern had given to a 
shipper for safekeeping. “We've 
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A detail from the final order to Max Stern to sell his cultural property, 1937. 


already identified 250 works of art in 
the short time we've embarked on this 
initiative,” Epstein conveys, “and 

we re committed to this undertaking 
for as long as it takes.” 

The university is collaborating 
with the Art Loss Registry in 
London, a world repository 
for information on stolen 
or lost works assisted by 
Interpol. Concordia has 
also connected with the 
Commission for Looted 
Art in Europe, which 
concentrates particularly 
on art stolen by the 
Nazis. Closer to home, 
Concordia has linked 
up with the New York 
State Holocaust Processing 
Claims Office. 

The Stern Estate already 
has artworks in quarantine 
in Amsterdam. Sotheby’s 
auction house contacted Epstein as 

soon as it became aware of the Stern 
provenance of certain works — which 
can include a Stern gallery stamp on 
the back of a painting, a purchase 
receipt, a museum catalogue, or some 
other written or oral indication that 
the work had once belonged to the 
Stern Gallery in Diisseldorf. The cata- 
logue once produced by the Lempertz 
Auction House will be invaluable in 
tracking down artworks. 

All this investigation makes Epstein 
sometimes feel as if he’s part of a new 
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television series 
called CSI: Art. 
“Concordia is 
becoming the uni- 
versity specialist in 
Canada regarding 
cultural property,” 
he says, while 
adding that he 
knows the uni- 
versity must be 
respectful of the 
rights of the own- 
ers. Private collec- 
tors now owning a 
painting that once belonged to Stern in 
Germany might not feel any obligation 
to return it. “It’s different with dealers 
and museums,” Epstein says. “They 
understand there Il always be a black 
mark on that work until restitution is 
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made.” The estate hopes to avoid the 
courts and instead use moral suasion to 
convince others to do what's right. 
Epstein knows Stern would have 
lauded Concordia’s endeavours. 
“Dr. Stern made every effort to reclaim 
what rightfully belonged to him until 
legal statutes ran out,” he says. 
Stern's “lost children” now have 
Concordia looking both for and 
after them. @ 


Julie Gedeon, BA 89, BA 01, is 
a Montreal freelance journalist. 
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To coordinate various exhibitions, 
commemorative projects and events. the 
executors of Max Stern s estate created 
the Max and Iris Stern Museum Legacy 
Program. and put Concordia in charge of 
administering it. We make it a priority 
to find the most appropriate ways to hon- 
our their lives and gencrosity. says 
Clarence Epstein. director of special pre- 
jects in Concordia s President s Cabinet. 


These are some of ra;to initiatives SO far: 


# The Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery 
recently exhibited Max Stern: The 
Tuste of a Dealer, a selection of rarely 
seen art sold by ate Dominion Gallery. 
The itor Gallery has also created aate 
Max Stern Curator of Art and the Iris 
Westerberg Stern Programming Fund. 


# The Max Stern Book Collection. jointly 
owned by McGill and Concordia. innov- 
atively links the universities: collection 
ata Hebrew University s collection of 
Stern books online and gives students and 


researchers access to rare pyered a on art. 


¥ The Max and Ins Stern Sculpture 
Garden opened In September at the 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. Until 
January 23. the museum 1s presenting A 
Dealer for “Living Art : Selected Works 
from the Montreal Donation of Max 
and Iris Stern, which includes works by 
Paul-Emile Borduas, Emily Carr. 
Vpevind TNT yaw Dbl tie, NS Pd ae 
Jean-Paul Roopelle and Marian Scott. 
The show wall next travel to Ontario 


and Atlantic OREGES 


* In 2003. Hebrew University Inaugurated 
ate Max and Tris Stern Gallery on its 
Mount Scopus Campus. 


* The Musee d art contemporain de 
Montreal has renamed its annual gather- 
ing of great contemporary thinkers on art 
history. aesthetics. sociology and litera- 
ture. [he first Max and Iris Stern 
International Symposium will be held 


next spring. 


In Ottawa. the Nattonal Gallery of 


Canada has established an archival repos- 


itory for Stern s mountain of documents. 
In addition. Concordia is coordinating 
the publication of Stern s biography. by 
Charles Hill. curator of Canadian art 
at the National Gallery. 


— Julie Gedeon 





Toronto Concordia Golf Classic 

September 23, 2004, Glen Abbey Golf Club 

On behalf of Concordia University’s students, the honorary president. of the 
Toronto Concordia Golf Classic, Dominic D'Alessandro, BSc 67, LLD 98, president 
and CEO of Manulife Financial, Ned Goodman, CEO of Dundee Bancorp & Dundee 
Wealth Management, and Brian Steck, BComm 68, President of St. Andrews 


Financial, wish to gratefully acknowledge the generosity of our sponsors, who 
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Inaugurated in 1932 by the Loyola Alumni Association 


August 16, 2004, Club de Golf Le Blainvillier 


Concordia University’s students wish to gratefully acknowledge the generosity of our sponsors: 


Diamond Level We would also fike to thank the following Restaurant Le Piment Rouge 
MBNA Canada donors of outstanding prizes: Robin Whitrod 
BDO Dunwoody TD Meloche Monnex 

Platinum Level 
Les Brasseries Molson 
TD Meloche Monnex 
Concordia University, Office of the Vice-President, 

Institutional Relations 


Canada.com 

Clarington Funds 

Club de golf Le Blainvillier 

Club de Hockey Les Canadiens 

Concordia Bookstores 

Concordia Computer Store have proven vital in response to the needs 

Gold Level Concordia University, Building Fund Campaign Office of students allowing them to pursue their 

Chaussures Tony Shoes Concordia University, Department of 
Recreation & Athletics 

Diageo Canada Ltd. As such, the Loyola Alumni Association is 

Dynamic Mutual Funds 

eConcordia 


Throughout the years, the Annual Alumni 
Go!f Tournament has raised funds that 


Concordia University, Office of the 
Vice-President, Services 
Freund Financial Services 


studies with fewer financial constraints. 


very proud of its role in organizing this 
Silver Level tournament and tn supporting the success 
BDO Dunwoody 

Concordia University Alumni Association 


Fl@elilee}ast te] 


Giobal Television ; 
John Freund of students in their academic careers. 
international Club Network Ltd. 


Marchand Fairchild Blais : 
Hart St-Pierre Barristers We thank our sponsors, prize donors and 


. McAuslan Brewing 
Manulife Investments Mont Gabriel supporters for responding so generously to 
McAuslan Brewing 


Montreal Alouettes Football Club 
The Montreal Gazette 

Mont Tremblant Resort & Co. Ltd. 
Peak Financial Group to providing students with Real Education 


Restaurant Baton Rouge for the Real World. 


. Concordia University as it carries on its 
Peak Insurance Services 


Pengrowth Energy Trust 
Raymond Chabot Grant Thorton 
Standard Life 


commitment to educational excellence and 
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T HAS BEEN LIKE RAISING A BABY," 
says Osama Moselhi. “From birth 
through childhood, then the teenage 
years with all its problems, and now 
to adulthood.” Moselhi, a professor in 
Concordia’s Department of Building, 
Civil and Environmental Engineering, 
is describing the university's new Inte- 
grated Engineering, Computer Science 
and Visual Arts Complex, which is near- 
ing completion — its early adulthood — 
on Ste. Catherine Street between Guy 
and Mackay. 

But the complex is still in late adoles- 
cence. It has reached its full height of 17 
storeys on the Engineering and Computer 
Science side, and 12 for the Visual Arts 
component, but still requires some 
finishing work and internal layout devel- 
opment — the installation of all the high- 
tech facilities that will eventually make it a 
home to innovative research, as it houses 
Engineering & Computer Science’s inter- 
disciplinary research faculty and most of 
its research labs. “The project has gone 
well,” assesses Peter Bolla, the executive 
director of Facilities Management, and 
thus the man responsible for overseeing 
the building’s growth. “Nothing is without 
its problems, but we’ve managed them.” 

The first tenants from the Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science will 
start moving into their new spaces in 
May 2005, and the exodus will continue 
through the summer, with everyone 
ensconced by September. Construction 
on the Visual Arts side will be completed 
in the early summer, and it too will be 
bustling with professors and students in 
time for the next academic year. 

“Tt will be a beautiful building,” says 
Moselhi proudly. A specialist in con- 
struction engineering and management, 
he has served on the project committee 
since the conception of the process — 
going back to Concordia's capital cam- 
paign in the late 1990s — which included 
preparing the needs assessment, space 
planning, execution strategy, and the 
selection of architectural, engineering 
and project management teams. As the 
building grew, he was part of the team 
monitoring its progress, and when the 
need for troubleshooting arose, there he 
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was — much like a parent. “I was in 
constant contact with the management 
team, especially when the building was 
delayed,” he says. “We had a very com- 
plementary relationship,” says Bolla, 
who worked with Moselhi on the com- 
mittee. “I come with practical building- 
management experience, he with an 
academic and industry background, 

so we had the best of both worlds.” 


WIND FACTOR 

Moselhi is one of several building, civil 
and environmental engineering faculty 
members to lend their expertise to 

the building's growth. Professor Ted 
Stathopoulos, Associate Dean of Graduate 
Studies and also an internationally recog- 
nized expert on wind engineering and 
building aerodynamics, is another: he 
carried out several studies for the build- 
ing’s architects and engineers. 

Tall buildings can create harsh wind 
environments — as anyone who has 
experienced the gusts of wind in an urban 
canyon can attest. Wind speed increases 
with altitude, as ground-level obstacles 
slow the wind down. Thus, winds at the 
tops of tall buildings are significantly 
stronger than those at street level. And, 
thanks to the Bernoulli Equation — which 
says that the dynamic pressure in the flow 
of fluid (like air) is proportional to the 
square of its speed — this wind-speed 
difference creates a significantly greater 
dynamic pressure differential between 
the top and the base of a building. “But 
nature is very fair,” says Stathopoulos. 
“When you have a large pressure differ- 
ence, nature tries to make everything 
equal. The result is that you immediately 
have a strong wind down-flow that hits 
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the sidewalk, as well as any pedestrians 
who might be there, creating all sorts of 
problems.” To avoid having its citizens 
flung about by the winds, the city of Mon- 
treal requires that new tall buildings be 
subject to a wind study — the very area of 
Stathopoulos’s expertise. (In fact, he was 
instrumental in drafting Montreal's 
guidelines.) 

Stathopoulos’s wind tunnel lab is built 
precisely for this sort of work; currently, 
it is housed on the second floor of rented 
space at Ste. Catherine and Guy, although 
it will soon be moving across the street 
into its new home. But to aid in the design 
of that home, Stathopoulos and his re- 
search team, which includes researchers 
and graduate students, first constructed a 
model of the building and its surround- 
ings to test wind conditions from various 
directions; the recommendations were 
presented in a report to the architects. 
“Buildings today are rarely box structures 
— they have many different configura- 
tions,” Stathopoulos points out. “And one 
reason is so that there will be different - 
levels, canopies or other features, to dissi- 
pate strong winds before they hit the side- 
walk. Trees and statues can also make a 
difference.” Each configuration has to be 
tested, though, as an adjustment can solve 
a problem in one place while creating an- 
other where previously none had existed. 

The testing is complicated and expen- 
sive, but it also provides a more accurate 
representation of specific conditions than 
is possible with computer simulations. 
The new building incorporates several 
wind - diffusion strategies, including the 
multiple-levels-and-canopies approach. 

Stathopoulos also carried out studies 
dealing with the interaction between 
wind and buildings. With Montreal 
winters, “We don't want huge amounts 
of snow dumped in certain parts of the 
building, such as the entrance,” says 
Stathopoulos. “Nobody knows exactly 
where the snow will fall, but after snow- 
storms some areas usually have more 
snow than others.” Most of Montreal's 
strong winds come from the west and 
southwest, so, depending on the shape 
of the building and its surroundings, 
Stathopoulos is able to predict where 
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there is likely to be a greater snow deposit, 
and again the building designers have 
taken these predictions into account. 
Come February, one should still have rela- 
tively easy access to the building — at least 
most of the time, as the winds can be un- 
predictable. “But we can't say how much 
snow there will be,” he laughs. “That is 
entirely up to nature.” 


SHORT STACKS 

The third and most difficult test involves 
the dispersion of exhaust. “For buildings 
which, when operating normally, will 
generate exhaust that is not good to 
breathe, this test is very important,” 
Stathopoulos stresses. The new complex 
fits that profile, as it houses both engi- 
neering labs and visual arts facilities that 
use foul-smelling chemicals. “In the 


past, people would just erect huge chim- 
ney stacks on top of the building, but 
architects don't like these ugly things and 
want to keep them from being seen from 
the street level,” he says. However, the 
shorter and more discreet these stacks 
are, the more likely it is that their exhaust 
may return to the building via windows 
or air conditioning ducts. Or, even 
worse, it might travel into a neighbouring 
building. The result would be sick-build- 
ing syndrome — and many hours lost to 
headaches, nausea and general malaise. 
Such a problem can cost millions to re- 
pair, so before construction starts, wise 
developers commission tests to determine 
the direction of exhaust flow. And so 
Stathopoulos and his students return to 
the wind tunnel. Tests are performed with 
inert trace gases emitted from tiny mock- 
ups of the building's exhaust system, and 


gas concentrations are then measured at 
different intervals and locations. “Our 
results cannot be 100 per cent accurate,” 
he says, “but they give a pretty good indi- 
cation of where the exhaust is going.” 


THINKING GREEN 

So the new building should not be ingest- 
ing its own fumes, or spewing them onto 
unsuspecting neighbours. Indeed, one 
of the building's outstanding features is 
its “green-ness.” Andreas Athienitis, 
another professor in Building, Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, worked with 
colleague Fariborz Haghighat and a team 
of graduate students to create a design 
that is environmentally sustainable and 
welcoming to its inhabitants. “We did a 
simulation study for different design 
options, he says. “It was almost like a 
research project, with 
all the grad students 
involved.” The analysis, 
along with Athienitis’s 
proposals, garnered 
plenty of attention and 
was one of five plans 
selected to represent 
Canadian initiatives at 
an international confer- 
ence on sustainability in 
Oslo in 2002. 

Many of Athienitis’s 
recommendations have been incorpo- 
rated into the building, including plans 
for increased utilization of daylight and a 
mixture of natural and forced ventilation. 
Not all made it, though. Athienitis had 
proposed placing photovoltaic panels on 
the facade of the building, as a means of 
generating solar power to help run the 
facility — an idea that was not adopted. 
"As researchers, when we design some- 
thing we want to do the best possible, 
but when it gets built you have to take into 
account so many other factors,” he says. 
“We were proposing a technology that is 
very new to Canada.” As Bolla explains, 
“We're just not quite at that stage yet. 
The technology for the solar panels on the 
curtain walls is still quite experimental, 
and has not progressed enough for mass 
production. The cost would have been 
prohibitive.” 
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Still, Athienitis is happy with the new 
building. “We are moving in the right 
direction in terms of sustainable build- 
ings, he says. “We want to approach zero 
energy consumption, so that sometimes 
the building is generating more energy 
than it needs and can sell it to the power 
utility, and sometimes it buys from the 
utility.” Concordia’s new building is 
some distance from that state, but, as 
Athienitis notes, solar energy research is 
focused on developing technologies for 
buildings that will be built five or 20 
years from now. “This is probably one of 
the best university buildings in Canada,” 
he says. “One of the objectives of our re- 
search is to push Canada to catch up with 
the Japanese and Europeans.” And, he 
notes, energy conservation is only one 
part of the equation. A high-quality in- 
door environment — fresh air and plenty 
of light — is also critical. And the design 
of the Integrated Engineering, Computer 
Science and Visual Arts Complex is a step 
in the right direction. 

Combination and collaboration have 
been a theme of the whole building 
process — fitting for a building that 
brings together the unlikely combo 
of engineering, computer science and 
visual arts. And the collaboration contin- 
ues. As Athienitis points out, “We've 
contributed to the design, but operation 
is another very important phase, and we 
will have quite a few projects to study.” 
And the building isn’t finished growing 
when people move in. “It takes about a 
year to get all the kinks out of a new 
space, says Bolla. “It’s just like moving 
into a new house — there will be adjust- 
ments, although we try to catch most 
before people move in.” But even the 
adjustments will no doubt prove stimu- 
lating to many of the new tenants. “The 
building will be a living laboratory, and 
its indoor environment can continuously 
be improved,” says Athienitis. “And if we 
didn’t care about and get involved in our 
own building, what sort of engineering 
professors would we be?” “9 


Patrick McDonagh, PhD 98, is a Montreal 
freelance writer. 
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In his first year at York University, Nino Ricci was 








asked to drop out of a creative writing workshop 
by his instructor — W.0. Mitchell, no less — 

who did not believe Ricci had the qualities to 

be a writer. He arrived at Concordia “with the 
lingering horror hanging over me that someone 


would say ‘give it up.’ ” 





vel ldeas 


Wieet five Concordia alumni novelists of 
varying styles and backgrounds but with the 
Same passion and desire for telling stories 


BY Howarb Boxser AND Depart Hum 


Concordia has produced, countless writers through. the vears, On. the shelves of any Canadian bookstore 


vou ll find works of non-fiction, poetry and short stories by alumni of the university. There are also. 


- 


of course. scores of published Cand. even more unpublished) novelists who got their start at Concordia, 


some the product of the highly revarded. creative writing program. others who took alternate routes. 


Here we introduce you to five alumni novelists at different stages of their writing careers. 


Literary star 
» 7 hen Nino Ricci, MA 87, came to 
Montreal, he had an honours 
degree in English from York 
University and was planning to begin 
graduate studies in comparative 
literature at McGill. He visited that 
venerable campus first, then wandered 
over to Concordia, where he'd made 
an appointment with the creative 
writing department. 





“On the surface, Concordia was not 
very appealing,” he says, “but scratch- 
ing beneath the surface I found that 
it had such a different atmosphere, 
youthful and forward-looking, not 
traditional and nose to the grindstone.” 
He adds, “Overnight, the idea to 


change schools formed in my mind, 
and I decided to go to Goncordia.” 
Ricci recalls that all his classes 


were in the old Norris Building on 
Drummond Street, “an awful place, like 
entering something from Kafka, with 
windowless rooms, airless offices, the 
library with claustrophobic towers of 
books . . . it was reminiscent of the attic 
from The Trial.” But happily, he found 


all his instructors stimulating. He says, 
“They took me in different directions 
and challenged me, and largely account 
for my big leap as a writer and thinker.” 

The leap was stellar — Ricci’s first 
novel, Lives of the Saints, won the 1990 
Governor General’s Award for Fiction. 
It was essentially his master’s thesis at 
Concordia, though it took three years 
of revisions and rejections by major 
Canadian publishers before his 
manuscript was picked up by the small 
publishing house Cormorant. 

With the awards and international 
acclaim that followed, Ricci says, “It 
became financially possible to dedicate 
myself full time to writing, and it made 
me feel affirmed enough to not ques- 
tion whether this was the right path.” 

In fact, the initial draft of Ricci’s 
master's thesis was about 1,000 pages 
long. “I realized it would take me 
until the end of the millennium to get 
it into shape, so | just handed in the 
first third, and that became Lives of the 
Saints,” he discloses. 

After graduating, Ricci began to think 
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of his epic story as a trilogy, and set 
about reworking it. His debut novel 
was followed by In A Glass House 
(McClelland & Stewart, 1993), and 
Where She Has Gone (McClelland & 
Stewart, 1997). For immigrants to the 
western world, the Italian village life 
depicted in Lives of the Saints raises 
nostalgia for their ancestral world; 
other readers have found resonance 
in the intense and complicated father- 
son and brother-sister relationships 
presented in the two sequels. 

In 2002, Ricci published Testament 
(Anchor Books), a novel that evolved 
out of a longstanding idea to rethink the 
figure of Jesus. His fictional retelling 
compellingly casts a fresh light on the 
oft-told story. 

Ricci’s latest book, planned for 
release in spring 2006, is sure to have 
reverberations close to home — it’s set 
in Montreal and based on Ricci's years 
at Concordia. 

— Lives of the Saints, a two-part TV 
miniseries, will air on CTV January 2 
and 3, 2005. 
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pacifist Canadian 

£3 student living in Israel 

@ Me in the 19708 has a love 
affair with a conflicted Israeli 
interrogator of Palestinian 

_ prisoners. A present-day Israeli 
photographer and peace activist 
documents Palestinian suffer- 
ing and waits for the return 

of her MIA husband, an Israeli 
soldier. Three narrators, 
including a deaf woman, 
chronicle different periods of 
Israeli history and conflict. 

| Highly combustible stuff, 

: to be sure. But Edeet Ravel, 



















(| MA 8s, who became a peace 

| activist while researching her 

| books in Israel and the occupied 
| territories, felt compelled to tell 
these heartfelt stories in her 
“Tel Aviv Trilogy” — Ten 
Thousand Lovers (Headline, 
2003), Look For Me (Random 
House, 2004) and A Wall of 
Light, due out next fall. “While I 
was writing I couldn't afford to 
think of extraneous matters,” 

} she says. 

The results? After Ten 

' Thousand Lovers was released, “I 
| didn’t receive one hostile let- 
ter,” says Ravel. “The reception 
from the Jewish community 



















Edeet Ravel, like so many others, 
praises Concordia’s creative writing 
program, especially professor Terence 
Byrnes and the now retired Gary 
Geddes. “I can’t begin to describe how 
much | owe Terry and Gary.” surprised me. One former 
| Israeli soldier told me that 
| although he didn’t agree with 
the book's political stand, when 
he read it, he cried. I think 
that’s because the novel comes 
>, from a place of sadness, nota 
place of anger. I cried most of 
the time while | was writing it.” 
The verdict is still out on the 
| recently released Look For 
Me, which Ravel acknowledges 
touches on rawer nerves as 
its protagonist, Dana, joins 
anti-war protesters and human 
shields in the West Bank. 
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But the literary 
verdict on Ravel is 
in. Ten Thousand 
Lovers became a 
Governor General's 
Literary Award 
finalist and winner of the prestigious 
Koret Jewish Book Award, and in late 
November Look For Me won the Hugh 
MacLennan Prize for Fiction from the 
Quebec Writers’ Federation. 

Although Ten Thousand Lovers was 
Ravel's first published work of fiction, | 
she discloses that “it was something like 
my eighth novel.” Now that Ravel has 
completed the trilogy, she has been 
reworking some of her previous 
manuscripts — “None of which have 
anything to do with Israel,” she says 
with a hint of relief. 

Born on a kibbutz in Israel, Ravel 
immigrated to Montreal at a young age, 
later earning a BA and MA in English 
literature at Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem in the 1970s. She returned 
to Montreal with her then husband and 
completed her PhD in Jewish studies 
at McGill. Although she was already 
writing, Ravel admits, “! didn’t even 
know there was such a thing as a cre- 
ative writing course,” but she eventually 
learned of Concordia’s program and 
enrolled. The experience, she recalls, 
“was wonderful and supportive. Writing 
is something you do in isolation, so 










it’s good to have a sense of community. 
In the ensuing years Ravel taught 
English literature and composition at 
McGill and John Abbott College in 
Montreal. “When I got the advance, I 
decided to take time off teaching — 
a break that’s lasted three years now, 
and has enabled me to complete the 
trilogy,” she says. Ravel plans to return 
to teach at John Abbott, where her 
daughter, Larissa, is a student. Will this 
backdrop provide her with the same 
emotional fodder present in her 
previous books? Expect the passion and 
poignancy in Edeet Ravel's writing to 
remain true in any setting. 




















iN Reluctant Student 


lisabeth Harvor, MA 87, 

confesses that after her first 

book of stories came out to 
critical acclaim in the 1970s and after 
her work appeared in several top 
Canadian and American magazines, she 
developed a sort of “secret arrogance.” 

“I thought I must be a genius because 
I'd sold a story to the New Yorker and I'd 
only been to high school,” she says, 
laughing. “But no one else seemed to 
be half as impressed by this as I was, 
and after a while my triumph seemed 
a bit hollow.” But as the '7os unfolded 
into the 80s, Harvor found herself 
getting more rejection letters than 
acceptance ones. Her marriage had 
come to an end, and the novel she was 
working on was just not gelling. 
“It was a time of despair, really,” she 

says today, ‘and when I was almost 
out of the money I'd received from the 
house settlement, one of my sons 
brought a girlfriend to Montreal to visit 
me. It also just so happened that on this 
particular day I'd received yet another 
rejection from the New Yorker, and when 
I talked to them about possibly signing 
up for a writing workshop at Concordia, 


they were all for it.” Harvor, who also 
teaches at Humber School for Writers, 
adds, “I did know that I had to stop 
looking at whatever gift I'd been given 
as luck or magic or an accident, and 
learn how to analyze what works and 
what doesn't work the times I would run 
into a wall with my novel.” 

Upon entering Concordia, for the first 
time in her life Harvor also had to make 
friends with other writers and show her 
work to them, and go to English literature 
classes. She did a qualifying year at 
Concordia, then entered the master’s 
program in creative writing. She feels 
that her time there powerfully altered 
her approach, that she became more 
disciplined. She says, “Overnight, | 
actually went from being an incredibly 
reluctant student to a passionate student.” 

It’s now 16 years later and Harvor has 
loosely recreated the world she encoun- 
tered at university in her latest novel, All 
Times Have Been Modern, released in 
September by Viking Canada. “I know I 
tend to mock Stanopolis [the fictional 
name given to Concordia in the novel], 
but it saved my life,” she says. 

After Concordia, Harvor published two 
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cae Harvor says 
that the creative writing 
Program at fenced 


ed her see $0 ae 


books of poetry, the first of which, 
Fortress of Chairs, won the Gerald Lampert 
Memorial Award, and two story collec- 
tions, including Let Me Be The One, a 
finalist for the 1996 Governor General's 
Award. Her first novel, Excessive Joy 
Injures the Heart (McClelland & Stewart), 
was chosen one of the top 10 books of 

the year by the Toronto Star in 2000. 

In All Times Have Been Modern, “the 
dazzlingly articulate Terry Byrnes” — 
that is, Harvor’s former Concordia 
creative writing professor Terence 
Byrnes — makes a cameo appearance. 
But another person from her Concordia 
days appears in the novel more promi- 
nently. “Nino Ricci and I were in the 
same class and became close friends 
and there's a little bit of Nino in 
Lorenzo Gaddo,” she admits. “Or a lot 
of Nino in Lorenzo Gaddo. | even used 
bits and pieces of him for Kay’s lover.” 
Harvor worried about this a good deal, 
and so this past spring asked Ricci to 
read the novel before it went to the 
printer. “He told me he didn’t remem- 
ber half of what I'd remembered,” she 
says, smiling. “But of course this could 
be because some of it didn't happen.” 
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Tess Fragoulis feels her writing naturally contains 
elements of truth, “but there are also many 


elements of fiction, of life taken to the extreme.” 


of 


On the Edge 


or Tess Fragoulis, BA 
FR 89, MA gq, “the best 
thing about being a 


writer is that whatever you 

didn't say, whatever you didn't 

do, there is always a chance 

to go back and re-imagine 

scenarios in different ways.” 
Indeed, she says, “The 


| moment you start trying to 
| write something that comes 


from your life, you realize how 
little you actually know about 
anyone, and how they have 


| to be fictionalized to become a 
| full-fledged character.” 


Autobiography is really quite 
boring, Fragoulis adds, a matter 
of just recording things that 


| have already happened. “There 
| is little creative process in 


there,” she notes, “whereas I 
find that the most satisfying 
part of writing is making 
connections that weren't seen, 
taking things to places where 
they didn't go. Playing with the 
elements of life to a certain 
degree and making them 
something else, something 
grander and more complete ... 
and maybe more shocking.” 
And so, the secrets revealed 


| in Fragoulis’s publishing debut, 


Stories To Hide From Your Mother 
(Arsenal Pulp, 1997), should be 
absorbed with this in mind, 
though she admits that this has 
been difficult for her mother. 


| “"There’s been a bone of con- 


tention. It's a tricky thing to 
say, Here are all my secrets 
and now everybody can know 
them,’ including my mother,” 
says Fragoulis. “But it was very 





necessary for my development to be 
able to write what I wanted and needed 
to write — and deal with some of 

the consequences. It was the end of 
self-censorship in a way.” 

Born in Crete, Fragoulis grew up in 
Montreal and attended Concordia for 
her undergraduate degree in creative 
writing, completed in 1989. Stories To 
Hide From Your Mother was on the verge 
of being published when she came back 
for graduate studies eight years later, 
and her first novel, Ariadne’s Dream 
(Thistledown Press, 2002), was in the 
first draft stage. Having spent the inter- 
vening years in Toronto working at vari- 
ous writing and non-writing related jobs 
(retold in the hilarious “Exhortations” 
in her short story collection), Fragoulis 
says Ariadne’s Dream was born of the 
sudden realization that she had long 
been telling people stories from a 
certain period in her life when she 
returned to Greece. “I realized that there 
was just all this rich material that 'd 
never paid any attention to,” she says. 

The novel follows Ariadne, a 20- 
year-old Montrealer of Greek descent, 
back to modern Athens and the sexy 
island of Nysas. It is comedic, edgy and 
a little dark, and imbued with sensuous 
references to ancient Greek history and 
mythological figures. 

More recently, Fragoulis edited 
Musings: An Anthology of Greek-Canadian 
Literature (Véhicule Press, 2004), a 
vibrant collection of works that carve 
out a contemporary space for Greek- 
Canadian authors. It was an effort to 
find a more authentic understanding of 
Greeks than the traditional Greek restau- 
rant, beach and Zorba clichés, Fragoulis 
says, adding with satisfaction that she was 
able to discern a common erotic aesthetic | 


and energy among the writings. 





Bi 
aA 
i k 
ha . 
| ; _ - 
ot i 
S im. he 
| t h n ‘ 
f i) t a, | 
| ke 
Im t, ‘ 
' a t 
f ae | 
: i Ria | | | 
; = 
r cal 
ie » _ 
# ‘ 


Mystery writer Richard King says, “I don’t 
consider reading mysteries as sitting at the 
children’s table. | never understood the 


attitude of dividing fiction and ‘literary 





fiction.’ It’s up to the reader to decide what’s 


™ good.” 
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 y hen Richard King, $ BA 70, talks mysteries, ever since the days when I Archambault, worked for them Sia SSsage]) | 


of his days in the late ‘60s at 

Sir George Williams, he lights up. 
“Pound for pound, we had the best 
history program around,” he says. “Gene 


Genovese, John Laffey, Ghuck Bertrand ... 


there were so many great historians and 
teachers. And it seemed like every day 
there was a new debate taking place.” 
Years later, King honoured one of his 
former SGW profs, Sanford Elwitt, by 
naming a crucial site in his first novel, 
That Sleep of Death (The Dundurn Group, 
2002), the Elwitt Building. 

The murder mystery’s protagonist is 


Sam Wiseman, co-owner of a bookstore 


just down the block from McGill 
University, where the murder takes 
place. That's familiar ground for King, 
who's co-founder of McGill neighbour 
Paragraphe Bookstore. He says he 
just followed the advice of his grade 5 
teacher: “Write what you know.” 

In real life, though, King has never 
been involved in solving a murder. So 
why the mystery genre? "I always loved 


read the Hardy Boys,” he says. 

King has an MA in French history 
from the University of Rochester but no 
formal training in writing. “Once in a 
while I would write outlines, but never 
more, he says. “About seven years 
ago, I was watching television with my 
teenage son and I told him to turn it off 
and go study. But with the TV off, I also 
needed something to do, so | sat down 
and began to write.” 

King started by taking parts of his 
dreams and turning them into short 
narratives. Then he saw novelist Maeve 
Binchy at Paragraphe’s Books and 
Breakfast series. King recalls, “She said 
that to write a book, all you have to do 
is write 10 pages a week for 30 weeks. 
So that’s what I did.” King soon 
experienced what he had always heard: 
“Writing is mostly rewriting.” He adds, 
“Especially for mysteries, where you 
not only have to clean up your text but 
make sure all the clues are in place.” 

In 2000, King sold Paragraphe to 
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until last year, and today owns 
commercial real estate, but he 
continues to write. His second 
Sam Wiseman mystery, A 
Brush with Death, is complete but await- 
ing publication. King reveals that in it, 
Sam conducts some research at 
Concordia’s Webster Library and remi- 
nisces about the Norris Building’s old 
card catalogue. He's also “about two- 
thirds of the way” through novel num- 
ber three, The Book Review of Death, in 
which a book reviewer gets murdered. 
He quips, “My potential publishers ask, 
“What's wrong with that?’ ” 

King is clearly enjoying his turn 
being on the bookshelves instead of 
stacking them. “Writing should be 
as fun to do as it is to read,” he says. 
One regret: “The title of my first book 
should have been Murder at McGill. 

I just didn't think of it at the time.” Of 
course, with that name, King would 
have stood less chance of being profiled 
in Concordia University Magazine. 9 
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They came. They saw. They danced! Homecoming 2004 was a smash success, 
as more than 3,000 Concordia, Sir George and Loyola alumni as well as students, 
faculty, staff and friends returned to the university to network, hear dynamic 


speakers, visit with old classmates — and party. Here’s a wrap-up of many of the 


events, from September 27 to October 3. 


Monday, September 27 


Career Development Night 

With a panel consisting of CUAA presi- 
dent John Aylen, MA 76, president of 
Kelly+Aylen, Nicole Fauré, BComm 84, 
president of Nicole Faure, gestion 
conseil, George Metrakos, BEng 94, 
MBA 02, CEO of Téliphone Inc., André 
Gagnon, director of Concordia's Career 
Services, and Cherine Zananiri, director 
of the JMSB’s Career Placement Centre, 
it’s no wonder more than 90 folks 
came to the Hall Building Faculty 

Club to pick up advice on career direc- 
tion at the Career Development Night. 
Pictured below: panelist André Gagnon, 
Barak Solati, MASc 02, and Farnaz 
Sadeghpour. 


Hanon Rosewseng 


Tuesday, September 28 






hi 

TESL Lecture and Reception 
He may not be as well known as Rick 
Mercer, but in the TESL (Teaching English 
as a Second Language) world, Roy Lyster 
is a celebrity. That’s why 70 alumni 

and others came to hear his talk, “Does 
Feedback Make a Difference?” at the 
Hall Building Faculty Club. Pictured 
above: Barbara Barclay, S BA 74, BEd 76, 
Roy Lyster and Guy Robidoux, Cert oo. 


Wednesday, September 29 


The Abitibi-Consolidated Lecture 
He spoke for an hour — but it felt like 
22 minutes! That’s because Rick Mercer 
(below), of CBC TV’s This Hour has 
22 Minutes and Rick Mercer's 
| Monday Report, had the 475 
) members of the audience in 
} the Hall Building’s H-110 
laughing out loud with his 
take on Canadian politicians, 
Americans and news of the 
day. Mercer then joined 85 
guests at a special reception in 
the Hall Building Faculty Club. 





Thursday, September 30 


Alumni Luncheon 

The Vinyl Cafe is a national treasure — it 
enjoys 700,000 listeners (including, 
we've learned, 
Concordia President 
Frederick Lowy and 
his wife, Mary Kay) 
each week on CBC 
Radio. And Stuart 
McLean, S BA 71 
(right), is the source 
of that treasure. 
McLean enthralled 
the 120 guests 

at Montreal’s 
InterContinental 
Hotel. The Montreal- 
born storyteller | 
presented an upcoming Vinyl Cafe 
episode, which was, as always, humor- | 
ous and touching, made the more so 





for experiencing it live. 


Journalism Chapter Cocktail 

An old truism: if you want journalists 
to show up, offer food (and drink). 

So more than 4o journalism alumni 
and friends gath- 
ered at Montreal's 
Madhatter Pub 
and enjoyed trad- 
ing stories and 
gossip. Pictured 

at right: Sidhartha 
Banerjee, BAo1,and | 
Chapter president 
Jane Davenport, 


GrDip 99. 











Curismian Freury 


Henri P. Habib Distinguished 
Speakers’ Series on Peace, 

Conflict and Global Polities in 

the 21* Century/Political Science 
Alumni Reunion 

Concordia Professor Emeritus Henri 
Habib was the founder of Loyola's politi- 
cal science department and a longtime, 
renowned and much-loved Concordia 
political science professor. To honour 
him, alumna Susan Raymer, L BA 71, 
helped establish this lecture series to 
bring in prominent speakers — and 

the opening lecturer was as good as 

it gets: the Hon. Lloyd Axworthy, 
former Canadian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Nobel Peace Prize nominee 

and now president and vice chancellor 
of the University of Winnipeg. Axworthy 
enthralled the H-110 crowd of 680, 
including many political science 
students, on the subject of Global 
Citizenship: The Responsibility to Protect. 





Afterward, 80 political science alumni 
and friends gathered for a reunion in 
the Hall Building Faculty Club, to chat, 
reunite and talk politics, no doubt. 
Pictured in the Hall Building lobby 
(above): Concordia Vice President, 
Institutional Relations and Secretary 
General Marcel Danis, L BA 65, politica! 
science chair Reeta Tremblay, Henri 
Habib, Faculty of Arts and Science inter- 
im dean June Chaikelson, Susan 
Raymer and Lloyd Axworthy. 


Marc Boumnga 


Engineering & 
Computer Science 
Alumni Chapter Launch 
What a night! For the launch 
of the Engineering & Computer 
Science Alumni Chapter, 380 
alumni and faculty packed 
Montreal’s Club Newtown, 
a record number for any 
Concordia alumni chapter 
launch. The crowd heard from 
Dean Nabil Esmail (below), Vice 
President, Services Michael 
Di Grappa, BA 84, CUAA pres- 
ident John Aylen, MA 76, and 
Chapter president Mario Ciaramicoli, 
BEng 02. Most importantly, it showed 
| ___ that such 
a chapter 
| was needed 
and alumni, 
who'll be 
looking 
| forward 
to future 
events, 
appreciate 
its existence. 


Friday, October 1 


Concordia Shuffle 15 
A record 600 shufflers, from the ranks 
of Concordia staff, faculty, students 

and alumni, took part in the 15th annual 
Concordia Shuffle, walking, jogging and 
rollerblading their way to Loyola from 
the Sir George Campus on 
a beautiful Friday after- 
noon. Over $55,000 was 
raised for student schol- 
arships and bursaries. 

At the Shuffle reception 
(right), JMSB Faculty 
Personnel Coordinator 
Nancy Stewart 

watches Concordia 
President Frederick 
Lowy, who's clearly 
enjoying himself. 









John Molson 
School of Business Alumni 
Chapter: Portraits of Success — 

30 Who Have Made Us Proud 

The JMSB Alumni Chapter féted 30 

of its most successful alumni at 
Montreal’s Ritz-Carlton Hotel. More 
than 260 guests came to honour 

the 30 “portraits of success’ — who 
included well-established alumni 
such as Alain Benedetti, LBComm 70, 
partner (now retired) of Ernst & 
Young and chair of Concordia’s 

Board of Governors, rising stars like 
Melanie Kau, EMBA 92, president 

of Mobilia, and a host of other entre- 
preneurs, executives, and business 
and community leaders. (For a full 
listing, visit johnmolson.concordia.ca/ 
portraitsofsuccess.) Above: Ghislaine 
Van Berkom joins two “portraits 

of success, husband Sebastian 

Van Berkom, S BComm 69, president 
and CEO of Van Berkom and Associates, 
and Diane Oliver, EMBA 91, Group 
Vice President, Marketing, of Birks. 
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Varsity Athletes 
Chapter Cocktail 
Sports is fun to 
play, but it’s 
almost as enjoy- 
able to revisit 
athletic glory 
days. That's 

what nearly 100 
Concordia varsity- 
athlete and other 
alumni experi- 
enced at the Varsity Athletes Chapter 
Cocktail event, at Loyola Stadium. 
The highlight of the night was when 
25 Concordia University Sports Hall 
of Fame inductees in attendance 
received commemorative pins. 
Pictured above: Diane Regimbald, 
and former women’s Stingers hockey 
players Paddy Lawton and Kathleen 
Casey Cook, BA 82. 


Fine Arts Open House 

Seventy alumni, friends and art lovers 
gathered at the VAV Gallery for the 
Fine Arts Open House. They enjoyed 

a musical performance by Lea Longo, 
BFA 95, grand prize winner of the 
National Songwriting Competition, 

a slide snow by photographer Ron 
Simon, BFA 92, and the alumni art 
exhibit, which had been held at the 
VAV Gallery during Homecoming 
week. Other alumni work had been 
exhibited at the Vanier Library during 
the week as well. Pictured below: 

Lea Longo rocking the VAV Gallery 
with music from her new album, 
Miserably Happy. 
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Saturday, October 2 


Backfield BBQ/Homecoming 
Football Game 

Overcast skies couldn't scare away 
more than 100 alumni and Stingers 
faithful at the Backfield BBO immediately 


preceding the 
Homecoming 
Football 
Game. At 
right, Stingers’ 
trainer Scott 
Livingston, 
BA 97, 
Monica 
Wight, 
Jamie 
Sochasky, 
BSc 99, 

and Dan 
Drummond 
enjoy the 
pre-game 
food and 


drink. 


Hakoup Rosensers 
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Above: preparing to 
inaugurate the Stingers vs. McGill 
Redmen Homecoming/Shaughnessy Cup 
game are Concordia President Frederick 
Lowy, director of recreation and athletics 
Katie Sheahan, BA 78, Buzz the Bee, CUAA 
president John Aylen, MA 76, Honora 
Shaughnessy, L BA 71 (daughter of Frank 
Shaughnessy, L BA 50, for whom the cup 
is named), and Bruce English, L BA 54, who 
booted the ceremonial opening kickoff. 
And the game? The good guys (Stingers) 
won 29-26 in overtime. 


Rovent Winters 


























classy 
Windsor 
Ballroom. 

An evocative 
multimedia 
presentation 
by Sara Morley, 
BFA 94, and Sal 
Barrera, BA 93, of | 




















Concordia’s ig ™ Design Postimage 
30th Anniversary Party = was a highlight. 
and Reunion Bash When DJ Luc Barette 
The party was called Come As You Are, donned a Diana Ross 
Come As You Were, and although most outfit, it wasn’t (his 
chose to come as they are, a few brave female co-animators, 
souls, including MCs John “Sonny” as the Supremes, fared 
Ayien, MA 76, and Lucie “Cher” better). But the crowd, 
Fréchette, BA 96 (above), got into the including (right) Katarina 
spirit and dressed up in period cos- Stembera, Cert 03, BA 03, 
tume. But certainly everyone among and Juraj Stembera, was 
the 230 guests had a terrific time win- having too good a time 
ing, dining and dancing at Montreal's to mind. 


HoMEcomMinc 2004 
Thanks! 


We gratefully acknowledge the support and generosity of our alumni volunteers, 
students, colleagues and sponsors for contributing to the success of Homecoming week. 
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Abitibi-Consolidated Inc. Concordia Bookstores Vanier Library Katherine Johnson-Burke 
Fleuriste Gilchrist Conference Services VAV Gallery Bill Kovalchuk 
International Club Network Ltd. Custodial Services Web Communications Patricia Lavoie 
McAuslan Brewing Distribution Services Marilyn Lessard 
Mont Tremblant Facilities Management With special thanks to: Lea Longo 
Omer DeSerres Faculty of Arts and Science Lori Abramowitz Frederick Lowy 
The Gazette Faculty of Engineering & John Aylen Roy Lyster 
Computer Science Lloyd Axworthy Michel Magnan 
External Organizations Faculty of Fine Arts Barbara Barclay Nancy Marrelli 
Design Postimage ERS Sal Barrera Peter McAuslan 
Garnet Key Internal Relations & Communications Bob Burns Stuart McLean 
Grooveline Entertainment JMSB Centre for Germaine Chan Rick Mercer 
CUAA Chapters: Instructional Technology Paul Chesser George Metrakos 
Engineering and Computer Science JMSB Career Placement Centre Marcel Danis Garry Milton 
Alumni Chapter John Molson School of Business John Davis Sara Morley 
Fine Arts Chapter Mail Services Marjorie Davis Chris Mota 
John Molson School of Business Chapter Marketing Communications Rachel Dhawan Natasha Motard 
Journalism Chapter Multi-Faith Chaplaincy Bruce English Rosemary Reudelhuber 
| TESL Chapter Office of the President Nicole Faure Rod Rousseau 
Varsity Athlete Chapter Office of the Vice-President, Brian Foss Caroline Sigoumn 
Institutional Relations Beatrice Francis Ron J. Simon 
Concordia Departments: Political Science Lucie Fréchette Reeta Tremblay 
Advancement & Alumni Relations Printing Services André Gagnon Francis Trottier 
Archives Public Affairs Catherine Grace Adrian Vedady 






Career and Placement Service Recreation and Athletics Diane Hastings Cherine Zananiri 











asSsSOCIATION NEWS 


alumni.concordia.ca 


Engineering & 
Computer Science 


At “the party of the year!” according to Faculty of Engineering & 
Computer Science associate dean Terry Fancott, 380 alumni, faculty, 
students and others packed Montreal's Club Newtown for the launch 
of the Engineering & Computer Science Alumni Chapter (ECAC), 
September 3o. The inaugural event brought together Engineering & 
Computer Science alumni from the 1950s to today for the first time under 
one roof, and was the largest alumni chapter launch ever. See also page 
23, and for additional photos of the evening, visit ences. concordia.ca. 


Marc Bourcer 





At Montreal’s University Club, CUAA board and committee volunteers 
joined Alumni Relations staff for the CUAA’s annual retreat, September 21. 
After an overview and discussion led by president John Aylen, MA 76, 
committee members broke into groups to brainstorm and consider ways 

to implement the association's goals and plans for the year. At left, stand- 
ing: Engineering & Computer Science Alumni Chapter president Mario 
Ciaramicoli, BEng 02, Freddy Davy, BComm 01, marketing communications 
chair Mike Owen, BComm 02, Antoine Soszynski, BComm 98, president John 
Aylen, MA 76, Patrick Farrell, BComm oo, Mike Meagher, BEd 97, Fine Arts 
Chapter representative Robert Winters, corporate secretary Frank Ciampini, 

L BA 69, Pierre Mongeon, BSc 78, Ottawa Chapter president Constanin 
Loudiadis, BA 78, and Concordia Student Union president Brent Farrington. 
Seated: Claudia Henri, BComm oo, Cathy Boucek, BA 93, Toronto Chapter 
president Lucie Fréchette, BA 96, Caitlin Patterson, MBA 04, Sanam Lou, BA 03, 
Stephanie Hébert, BComm 03, and Geraldine de Guzman, BComm 96. 





Vice-President appointed for 


_Advancement and Alumni Affairs 


Concordia University has announced the appointment of Kathy (Combined Jewish Appeal), where she had served as General 
Assayag as Vice-President, Advancement and Alumni Affairs, for Campaign Director since 2002 and Director, Sepharade Division, 
a five-year term beginning January 10, 2005. As Vice-President, 2000-02. Before that, she had a 12-year career at Deutsche Financial 


Advancement and Alumni Affairs, she will report directly to the presi- Services (formerly ITT Commercial Finances), focusing on corporate 
dent. Kathy Assayag comes to Concordia from Federation CJA lending and risk management. 


Fine Arts 


Fine Arts Dean Christopher Jackson hosted the second Fine Arts 
Awards of Distinction Reception at Montreal's Ristorante Bronté, 
October 19, honouring outstanding contributions to Montreal's arts 
and cultural milieu. This year’s recipients were (at right) &. Noél Spinelli, 
C.M., chairman of the board of the Spinelli Group, and René Blouin, 
director of Galerie René Blouin. E. Noél Spinelli is a prominent busi- 
ness and cultural figure, and supports programs like Les Concerts 
Spinelli. René Blouin helped guide the careers of Canada’s top con- 
temporary artists while quietly supporting fundraising initiatives 

for student scholarships. In 2002, he participated with Concordia's 
Faculty of Fine Arts in launching a joint Master Printer initiative. 
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associaTiIon News 


Loyola Club Dinner 


The Loyola Alumni Association honoured Henri Habib (at right), 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Political Science, at its annual 
Loyola Club Dinner at Montreal's St. James’s Club, October 28. Before 
210 friends of Loyola, Habib presented his talk, “Clash of Civilizations: 
Myth or Reality,” dealing with the perceived conflict between the 
Western and Muslim worlds. He also discussed the American presi- 
dential election from a political science standpoint. 

During the question period, Concordia Board of Governors member 
Hani Shennib, a professor in McGill’s Department of Surgery, recog- 
nized the role played by Henri Habib in Mid East discourse over the 
past four decades. Earlier, Goncordia Vice-President, Institutional 
Relations, and Secretary General Marcel Danis, L BA 65, asked former 
students of Professor Habib’s in attendance to stand: more than 
one-third of the room rose to acknowledge their former teacher. 
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Montreal 
Alumni Chapters BBQ 


At the lovely Beaconsfield, Que., home of Barbara Barclay, BA 74, BEd 76, 
40 alumni enjoyed some summer cooking and the casual atmosphere of 
the inaugural Montreal Alumni Chapter BBQ, August 7. The event brought 
together committee members and would-be members of the various 
Montreal alumni chapters. Enjoying the outdoors were (at left) Guy Robidoux, 
Cert (TESL) 00, and Alex Farrell, S BA 63. 





| Concordia Golf Classics 


The Concordia Classic golf tournament gathered 144 golfers, and a Norman Hébert Sr., and This Morning Live co-host Andrew Peplowski. 
total of 160 guests for the dinner, at the fabulous Fontainebleau Golf A few weeks later, at the renowned Glen Abbey Golf Club in 

Club in Blainville, Que., August 30. The successful and enjoyable event Oakville, Ont., 120 golfers, joined by 30 more guests for dinner, took 
raised $200,000 for Concordia students with financial needs. Pictured advantage of a beautiful fall day for the Concordia Toronto Golf Classic, 
below presenting the mock cheque: Global TV's This Morning Live September 23. Below: Honorary co-president Brian Steck, S BA 68, 
co-host Tracey McKee, GrDip 93, MA 00, tournament honorary chair hands Frederick Lowy a mock cheque for $100,000, representing the 
Norman Hébert Jr., BGomm 77, Concordia President Frederick Lowy, money raised by the tournament for needy Concordia students. 


fancontie Cadeertity Meatread Golf Ceesie 


Two hundred thousand 
= i oe eee Bieri Cee 
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MONTREAL 


: December 6 March 18, 2005 
The 2004 John Molson School of Business Awards of Distinction ceremony: Writers Read at Concordia: Featuring Concordia creative writing alumni Catherine Kidd, 
Join the JMSB as it recognizes outstanding contributions to the world of business BA 94, MA 98, Nino Ricci, MA 87, Mansel Robinson and Carmine Starnino, BA 94, MA 01. 











and to the community. This year’s recipients: Marc DeSerres, BComm 75, President, 7:30 p.m., J.A. DeSéve Cinema, 1400 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. (514) 848-2424 ext. 2345. 
Omer DeSerres; Frank Di Tomaso, L BComm 68, Partner, Raymond Chabot Grant 
Thornton; Melanie Kau, EMBA 92, President, Mobilia; Peter McAuslan, S BA 72, April 29, 2005 


Founder, President & CEQ, McAuslan Brewing Company. 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., 
the Canadian Centre for Architecture, 1920 Baile Street. Contact Cornelia Molson, 
cmolson@jmsb.concordia.ca, (514) 848-2424 ext. 7581. 


Cirque du Soleil: Get tickets for Cirque du Solei!’s new touring show, not yet available 
to the public, and support the Concordia Alumni Endowment Fund. $120 (includes 
tax receipt for $25), 8 p.m., Montreal’s Old Port. (514) 848-2424 ext. 4397, 
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associaTION News 


Annual Alumni 
Golf Tournament 


More than 120 alumni and friends hit the links for Concordia's Annual 
Alumni Golf Tournament at the prestigious greens of Club de golf 

Le Blainvillier in Blainville, Que., August 16. Over the years, the Alumni 
Golf Tournament has raised over $125,000 for student scholarships at 

the undergraduate and graduate levels. The day's winners: Michael Little, 

L BSc 67 (Low Gross Alumnus, 70), France Senecal, BA 86 (Ladies’ Low Net, 
72), Ed Janiszewski, BComm 92 (Low Net Alumnus, 72), and Bob Cameron 
(Low Net Guest, 70). Among those enjoying the day were (at left) CUAA cor- 
porate secretary Frank Ciampini, L BA 69, and president John Aylen, MA 76. 





Reconnect to Concordia 


Concordia alumni and others likely heard the radio commercials or saw 
the newspaper ads: “celebrity” graduates, including playwright Steve 
Galluccio, BA 82 (at right), broadcaster Marianna Simeone, BA 86, and 
business person Jonathan Wener, S$ BComm 71, asked all Concordia 
alumni to “reconnect” to their alma mater so they could gain from net- 
working opportunities, take advantage of benefits and services, and 
register for some nice prizes. Eric Ducharme, BA 99, won the grand 
prize: a Toshiba laptop, valued at $2,600, donated by Concordia’s Office 
of the Vice-President, Institutional Relations, and Secretary General. 
The results: more than 840 alumni reconnected, 300 of whom had 
previously been out of contact with Concordia and the CUAA. 





Proud sponsors of the 
Goyarecorcolr-walalalerelivavielanlalm@re)jauleluidar-laatciat 


Apply today at www.applyonlinenow.com/canada/concordiadec04 
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Some graduates in this listing 


have received more than one 
degree from Concordia, Sir George 
Williams and/or Loyola. These 
people are listed under their 
earliest year of graduation. 
eee 

John N. Adams, 
: S BComm, completed 
a diploma in management and 
business administration from 
McGill in 1959. John worked for 
Abitibi-Consolidated until 1974,, 
then for the law firm Montgomery 
Renaud until 1977, when he 
retired to Newfoundland. He had 
bypass surgery in April. John, 
who was in the RCAF in the 
Second World War, was trans- 
ferred to a veterans’ residence 
in St. John’s in May. “I am making 
a good recovery.” 


Ss 

Paul C. Vilandre, L 
63 BComm, received an MBA 
in finance and operations 
management in 
1968 from the 
Harvard Business 
School. He isa 
Senior VP, Finance, 
and CFO for Viador 
Inc., a software 
company in 
Redwood Shores, 
Calif. Paul is 
married with three 
children and lives 


in Hayden Lake. "I am semi 
retiring and moving to the 
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, area.” 
Kazimiera J. Jean) 
64 Cottam, 5 BA (hist.), 
received an MA in 1966 and 





PhD in 1971 in Soviet and east 
European history from 

the University of Toronto. In 
addition to part-time 
university-level teaching, Jean 
worked at the National Defence 
headquarters in Ottawa until 
she retired in 1995. She has 
contributed more than 50 
submissions to several military 
encyclopedias published by 
ABC CLIO and to Amazons to 
Fighter Pilots, a biographical dic- 
tionary published by 
Greenwood Press. Jean has 

a married daughter and two 
grandchildren. She lives in 


Kanata, Ont. “I am also market- 
ing four self-published books 


David Efliott, MFA 79, held an exhibit, “Recent Works,” October 7 to November 6, 


at the Joyce Yahouda Gallery in Montreal. David says, “My paintings are plastic 


poems that, | hope, reverberate like memorable pop songs. They are a series of 


testimonials about how it feels to 


be human, harnessing psycho/sexual/spiritual 


energies into tight little packages.” He is an associate professor and the chair 


of Concordia's studio arts program. 1) Fat Chance. 
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on Soviet women in combat in 
the Second World War. As well, 
I’m an anti- pesticide activist 
and member of Health Dangers 
of the Urban Use of Pesticides 
Advisory Group at Ottawa's City 
Hall, and recently joined 
Beyond Pesticides, an indepen- 
dent federal pesticide watchdog 
in Washington, D.C.” 


Noel Ryan, S BA, was the 
chief librarian of the 
Mississauga Library System — 
the Mississauga Library's 
theatre is named after him — 
and a published poet and 
collector of original artwork by 
Canadian artists. The Living 
Arts Centre in Mississauga 
presented “Juxtapoised: The 
Noel Ryan Collection,” which 
brought together Noel's poetry, 





prose and art collection, 
September io to October 28. 


bh? Bruce Parker, 5 BA 
(soc.), writes, “It all 
started with Radio Sir George, 
then two years in Eaton's 
advertising, 21 years with the 
CBC in Montreal and Ottawa, 
four years as partner ina 
national management 
consulting firm, seven years in 
Belleville, Ont., as academic 
dean of the journalism, media, 
tourism and hospitality 
programs at Loyalist College, 
and finally back to Ganada's 
capital as executive director 
and CEO of the Audio-Visual 
Preservation Trust. In the 
summer of 2004, my first two 
months of ‘retirement’ were 


spent running for municipal 
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Diane Collet, BFA 76, held an exhibit, “Paintings and Drawings,” at Art en 


majuscule gallery in Montreal, October 6-23. 2} Woman with Pear. 


Eun-Mee Yang, BFA (studio arts) 96, is holding an exhibition of recent drawings until 
December 18 at Wilder & Davis Gallery in Montreal. As an urban dweller, Yang often 
regarded the countryside from the outside looking in, but after settling in PEI six years 


ago, she became fascinated by the cyclical regeneration of nature. 3) Untitled. 





office. As of September, I ama 
councillor for the amalgamated 
township of Greater 
Madawaska, Ont., a rural and 
recreational haven one hour 
west of the nation’s capital. It’s 
where [ and Edith, my wife of 
34. years and a Sir George 
Williams business school grad, 
have long had our second home 
by the waters of Black Donald 
Lake. I also maintain a limited 
consulting practice, helping 
organizations and their man- 
agers prosper and grow through 
an ever-changing environment. 
My spare time is currently 
spent reading ‘boat for sale’ 
ads, searching for a live-aboard 
cruiser capable of taking us 
south in a year or two.” 


=a 

Mt Joseph Palazzo, S BSc 
(math & phys.), received 

an MA from McMaster 


University in Nuclear Physics 


in 1969. After working as a 
teacher the past 28 years at 
the Montreal Catholic School 
Commission, he has retired 
and is now writing. Joseph is 
married with two boys. “I’ve 
recently published Zohra: the 
Planet of Truth and Knowledge 
[ast Book Libraries, 2003] a 


sci-fi novel.” 


35th Reunion 


i Marc Denhez, L BA 

(poli. sci.), lives in 
Kanata, Ont. “In June, after a 
law career that included writing 
eight books on urban/regional 
planning and law, I was sworn 
in as a member of the Ontario 
Municipal Board, which adjudi- 
cates planning disputes.” 


Valerie Kent, 5 BFA, held an 
exhibition of her new paintings, 
“Summer's Harvest,” at the 


Wah Wing Chan, BFA (studio arts) 92, BFA (printmaking) 96, will have an exhibition 


of his work at Galerie Luz in Montreal, December 1-18. 4) Confined Energy. 


Peter John Voormeij, S MA (painting & printmaking) 70, will be holding a solo 
exhibition, “Through Dutch Eyes,” at Vancouver’s Elliott Louis Gallery, January 18 
to February 6, 2005. His expressionistic work is characterized by monumental 


proportions, exuberant use of colour and vigorous organic lines. Peter is well known 


Skylight Gallesy in Aurora, 
Ont., in September. Valerie is a 
Toronto-region artist who has 
been painting and exhibiting 
for many years. Her new water- 
colours and acrylic paintings 
focused on the Oak Ridges 
Moraine area. She also partici- 
pated in the Richmond Hill 
Studio Tour and Art Sale in 
Richmond Hill, Ont., in 
October. valeriekent.com 


aa) 
(1 Claude Beaudry, L BA, 
started his own business- 


coaching company in 2003, 
helping small businesses grow 
to the next level. He lives in 
Woodstock, Ga. “I recently 
co-authored a book, Walking 
with the Wise II [Mentors 
Publications], with such 
authors as Bill Gates, Zig Siglar, 
Dr. Laura, Suze Orman, Brian 


Tracy and many more!” 








i John W. Fox, S BA 
(geog.), is VP, Sales 

& Marketing, for Narstco, a 

railway steel ties company 

in Crystal Lake, I]. John and 

his wife, Sharon, have three 

children, Tobi, Tom and Todd. 


ura 

Raymond Corriveau, L 
(4 BA (comm. arts), was 
named president of the Quebec 
Press Council in June. He isa 
professor at Université du 
Québec 4 Trois- Riviéres in the 
Département de communica- 


tion sociale. 


Luigi Cutrone, L BSc, MSc 
80, is VP Commercial Europe 
for Huntsman-Tioxide in 
Scarlino, Italy. “I started my 
career with Tioxide Canada in 
Sorel, Que., then in 1985 moved 
to the U.K. and in 1987 to Italy, 
all with Tioxide. I was in charge 
of the Italian division for five 
years before taking my current 
role. [am married to Maria 
Teresa and we have three 
children: Giovanna, who 
graduated in Oriental languages 
in Venice; Pasquale, who 
graduated in economics 

in Rome; and our youngest 
daughter, who is starting 
university in biomedics in Pisa. 
In a nutshell, this fills the gap 
since I left Loyola, where | 
spent the best days of my life.” 


for his vibrant abstract paintings on the 2,100-square-metre ceilings of the Council 


of State Building, formerly a palace, in The Hague, the Netherlands. His work has been 


acquired by private collectors, museums, government institutions and businesses, 


and is exhibited on a regular basis. voormeij.com. 5) Nootka Sound. 
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Karin (Mohabir) Doerr, 

L BA (Ger.), received an MA 

in 1978 and PhD in 1988 in 
German literature and 
language. She is a professor in 
German and women’s studies at 
Concordia. Karin co-authored 
with Robert Michael An English 
Lexicon of the Language of the 
Third Reich (Greenwood, 2002). 
“Thirty years ago at Loyola I was 
the recipient of the Arts and 
Science Medal and the Evening 
Division Medal.” 


Richard Hancock, L BA 
(ling. & Span.), and his wife, 
Linda (Sandtner) 
Hancock, L BA (hist. & poli. 
sci.) 74, have moved to Port 
Colborne, Ont. He writes, “We 
would appreciate hearing from 
Loyola or Sir George Class of "74, 
alumni in the Niagara region. 
Linda is working in the casino 
industry. Before we left Quebec, 
I was teaching English and 
French at the Hawkesbury 
General Hospital, under 
contract to the Ecole des 
langues de l'Estrie. I am looking 
for possible contacts to pursue 
the same kind of work here.” 


30th Reunion 


David Schnarch, BA, 
{5 received an MBA from 
Northland University in 
Ashland, Wis., in 1985. He is 
now associate dean of the 
school of business at Sheridan 
Institute of Technology 
& Advanced Learning in 
Brampton, Ont. David is 
married with one child and 
lives in Thornhill. 


———) 
(b Pierre Frégeau, BA 
(poli. sci.), received a BCL 
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and an LLB from McGill and 
was called to the bar in 1981. In 
July, Pierre was appointed as 
Concordia’s Assistant 
Secretary-General and General 
Counsel in the University 
Secretariat. He had been a 
lawyer in private practice and 

a part-time Political Science 
faculty member. In 2002 Pierre 
received the Concordia Council 
on Student Life (GCSL) 
Excellence in Teaching Award. 
He has held many Concordia 
administrative positions, such 
as supervisor of Legal 
Information Services on the 
Loyola Gampus and director of 
Advocacy and Support Services. 
He was the alumni representa- 
tive on Concordia's Board of 
Governors from 1994 to 1996, 
and has held leadership 
positions with the Loyola 
Alumni Association, Concordia 
University Alumni Association 
and many community and 


municipal organizations. 


SSS 

Andrew Deskin, BFA, 
(f is living and working in 
Vancouver. He was the 
production designer for the 
Stephen King film Riding the 
Bullet, which had its world 
premiere in August at the 
Fantasia Film Festival in 
Montreal. “I returned to the 
Hall Building for the first time 
since my graduation ceremony 
in 1976.” 


Douglas Gray, BA (comm. 
arts), lives in Margate, Fla. “I 
had media classes with Fr. 
O'Brien, Dr. Joan Tierney, the 
gorgeous Prof. Gail Valaskakis 
and French with the lovely 
Mme. Marie Bouchard. What a 
wonderful time it was. It was the 


concordia university magazine 


i 
@ 









Ropert WINTERS 


Brazil, in November. 


death in 19go. 


best and most positive experi- 
ence of my life. I will always 
remember Montreal and 
Concordia with love and warm 


feelings.” 


aea 

Cynthia Eileen 
‘8 Davidson, BSc, BFA 86, 
writes, “I returned to high 
school in 1987 for the office 
specialist program, then went 
to Vanier College, 1991-93, for 
my D.E.C. in office systems 
technology. I am now an 
administrator at the Centre for 
Intelligent Machines in the 
Faculty of Engineering at 
McGill. I have one daughter 
and am not married. I played 
women’s basketball at 
Concordia.” 
[ 
i Jorge Armando 

Aparicio Lemus, BEng, 
is living in San Salvador, El 


Salvador, with his wife and son. 


He is the head of the depart- 


i KUDOS | 


Philomeéne Longpré, BFA 04, was chosen for the 
top honour at this year’s Concordia Fine Arts 

|| Graduating Students’ Exhibition. In the final year of 

|| her BFA she also received the university's Alfred 
Pinsky Medal and the Studio Art Award in June, as 
well as the Concordia University Alumni Association's 
purchase for the Graduating Students Exhibition at 

_ the VAV Gallery. She won the Trustee Scholarship 
from the University of Chicago's Art Institute, worth about 
US$100,000, which will cover her two-year master’s program 
there. Finally, a Quebec research scholarship worth about 
$15,000 a year will help cover her living expenses in Chicago 
during her master’s studies. One of Philoméne’s pieces, Octopus, 
was shown at an international electronic art festival in Sao Paulo, 





The late William “Bill” S. Longhurst, BSc 79, was posthu- 
mously inducted into the Quebec Air and Space Hall of Fame, 
November 2. Transferred to RAF Ferry Command after two tours 
with RAF Coastal Command, Bill successfully achieved a ferry 
flight between Montreal and Prestwick in command of a C-47, 
towing a Waco CG-4A glider overseas. After the war, Bill worked 
for Wheeler Airlines. In 1948 he became a test pilot for Canadair 
and was appointed chief test pilot in 1953. Upon retiring in 1971, 
he returned to bush flying and also did fire patrols. He then 
attended Concordia, earning a BSc in biology and computer 
science at age 61. He then engaged in cancer research until his 


ment of computer science at the 


University of Technology of El 
Salvador. 


25th Reunion 


Daniele Moyal- 
Sharrock, MA (English 
lit.), is a visiting research fellow 
in philosophy at the University 
of East Anglia, Norwich, 
England. “After my MA, I was 
the recipient of a three-year 
Bell Canada scholarship to do a 
PhD in comparative literature 
(French/English) in Paris at the 
Sorbonne, which I completed 
in 1985. In 2003 I received a 
second PhD, in philosophy, 
from the University of Geneva, 
Switzerland. I am a 
Wittgenstein specialist; I have 
just published Understanding 
Wittgenstein’s On Certainty 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2004) 
and The Third Wittgenstein 
(Ashgate, 2004,). I have lived in 






















Paris, Frankfurt, Geneva and 


New York, and now live in 


London with my husband, Peter 
Sharrock, an art historian. | 
remember Concordia as a 
particularly open, warm and 
non- bureaucratic institution, 
where research was facilitated 
in every possible way; where 
faculty members, librarians and 
administrators took pleasure 

in helping you remove any 
obstacle in your path. I particu- 
larly recall a professor of 
English literature, Leonard 
Mendelsohn, to whom I shall 

be forever indebted.” 


Suraj Sadan, MA (art ed.), 
received an Outstanding 
Achievement in Arts Award 
from the National Association 
of Canadians of Origins in 
India, in June. Suraj is a 
Montreal artist whose work has 
been exhibited and is in 


collections around the world. 


Pierrette Thibault, BA 
(TESL), lives in St. Jerome, 
Que. “I taught ESL for 12 years 
and retired at age 62 in 1992. 
For years I have dedicated 
myself to compounding a 
genealogical dictionary, four 
volumes and 2,212 (bilingual) 
pages: Dictionnaire Généalogique 
des Thibault d'Amérique. It is 
quite an achievement, | believe, 
for a woman who just turned 75. 
I am happy about the way it 

was received and bought by 
Thibaults all around America. 
Iam now preparing a second 
edition for next year.” 


faery 

2 Harriet Chicoine, 
f attendee, writes, 
“Although I only attended 
Concordia for two semesters, I 


enjoyed my time at the Loyola 
campus a great deal. In June of 
"82 I was married at the chapel 
on campus, so Concordia holds 
a special place in my heart. 
Five days after the marriage, my 
husband and I moved to B.C. 
and we currently live in the 
White Rock area with our two 
children. I continued my 
education at Simon Fraser 
University, where eventually 

I graduated with an honours 
BA and an MA in counselling 
psychology. I am currently 
working with SFU’s co-opera- 
tive education program and 
have convinced myself to go 


back to university for my PhD.” 


Clavet-Fournier (Aurore 
Ouellet), BFA, received an 
MA in English literature from 
McGill in 1973. She is married 
with three children and lives 
in St. Donat, Que. “I paint, 
sculpt and write.” 


aaa 

Nastaran Dibai, 
B3 BA (comm. studs.), 
completed a two-year fellow- 
ship in cinematography at the 
American Film Institute in 
1986. She is now executive 
producer on the ABC television 
sitcom According To Jim, 
starring Jim Belushi. 
Nastaran’s husband is also an 
executive producer with the 
show. They have a daughter, 
Katrina, and live in Woodland 
Hills, Calif. “My husband and 
I also have a development deal 
with Touchstone Television to 
create a pilot for the 2005-06 
season.” 


SS 

i | Leslie K. Fekete, BEng 
(mech.), is project man- 

ager for Bowater Newsprint, a 


pulp and paper company in 
Thunder Bay, Ont. 


Francois Plourde, BEng, 
writes, “I am one of the princi- 
pal partners and an executive 
VP for a prime engineering 
firm in the Montreal area, 
CIMA+. I am head of the trans- 
portation division (involved 

in bridges, roadway design, 
transportation studies, traffic 
control, marine structures and 
so on), and we're involved with 
the Turcot interchange, Dorval 
interchange and Metropolitan 
autoroute projects. lam 
married with two children, 

and we recently moved to the 
Fontainebleau residential area 
in Blainville, Que.” 


Simona Rabinovitch, BA, 
contributed an amusing profile 
of her work on the cable TV 
show Backstage in the Globe and 
Mail, July 5. Simona wrote, 
“Yes, [am a Cable TV Star. No, 
the term is not an oxymoron. 
For the past two seasons, I've 
been the hair-tossing, camera- 
flirting host, reporter, 
researcher, co-ordinator, field 
producer, music supervisor, 
and virtually every position 
imaginable of my own cable 
television series. Backstage was 
a 28-minute behind-the- 
scenes look at music and pop 
culture, with each episode 
broadcast three times a week 
in Montreal on Vidéotron- 
owned Canal Vox. ... 
Highlights include: hiding in 
the coat-check room with 
Hawksley Workman, record 
shopping with Rufus 
Wainwright; . . . discussing 
Portuguese literature with 
Nelly Furtado.” 
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Francis Scarpaleggia, 
MBA, is now an MP in the 


House of Commons in Ottawa. 


Michael Tai, PhD (religion), 
writes, “I am an adjunct 
professor at the University of 
Saskatchewan but my full-time 
teaching position is with 
Chungshan Medical University 
in Taichung, Taiwan, where I 
serve as the dean of the College 
of Humanities and Social 
Sciences. Hearing that the Grey 
Nuns’ Mother House will even- 
tually become part of Concordia 
makes me believe that 


Concordia is indeed on the rise.” 


20th Reunion 


Charles Acland, GrDip 
(comm. studs.), is an 
associate professor and 
Concordia University Research 
Chair in communication studies. 
His recent book, Screen Traffic: 
Movies, Multiplexes and Global 
Culture (Duke University Press), 
won the 2004 Robinson Book 
Prize, awarded by the Canadian 
Communication Association, 
for best book in communication 
studies written by a Canadian 
scholar. 


Marie-Andrée Grégoire, 
BFA (integ. mus.), received a 
certificate in education from 
UQAM in 1986 and another 
in TESL. “I have been teaching 
music and English at the 
secondary level since 1987. | 
now work in La Prairie on the 
south shore of Montreal. | 
adopted a wonderful little girl 
from Belarus two years ago.” 


Joseph A. Hymovitch, BA 
(soc.), lives with his family in 
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Anthem, Ariz. He manages the 
Valley Endodontics Specialty 
Group and An Elegant Smile 
Dentistry, both founded by 
his brother, Steven. “I enjoy 
following the Phoenix Coyotes 
hockey team, working out at 
the fitness centre and going to 
Hawaii.” 
sea 

Jean Cogswell, BA 
g (anthro.), received an 
MLIS in library science from 
McGill in 1988. Jean and her 
husband have one daughter, 
and they live in Sutton, Que. 


Debbie Dankoff, BA, spent 
the last decade in the not- 
for-profit sector as a Senior 
Development Officer for 
Federation CJA in Montreal. 
She recently began in the newly 
created position of Associate 
Director, Major Gifts Division, 
for Concordia’s Office of 
University Advancement & 
Alumni Relations. She also 
guest lectures on philanthropy 
at a variety of institutions in 
Montreal and Toronto. 


Colleen Maloney, Cert 
(TESL), lives in East Amherst, 
N.Y., with her husband, Harvey 
Alan Berman, a professor of 
pharmacology at the State 
University of New York at 
Buffalo (UB). Colleen earned a 
BEd degree from the University 
of Ottawa in 1990, and an MEd 
in 2002 and PhD in foreign and 
second language education from 
UB in 2004. “In between these 
feats of paper, I taught ESL in 
Quebec, Ontario and Saudi 
Arabia, as well as special educa- 
tion in Ottawa. In the past three 
years I've taught in UB’s master 
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in TESOL program and led 
seminars for visiting African 
educators and new Fulbright 
scholars. I now rank myself 
among the over-qualified 
and under-employed, and am 
seeking a position in language 
teacher education. I love 
Buffalo's architectural heritage, 
its lively arts scene, its proximity 
to the Finger Lakes, the Niagara 
region and Toronto, and its 
(relatively) mild winters.” 
(aay 

Michael Humes, DSA, 
i was recently appointed 
Executive Vice President of 
Sales and Marketing for the 
Seattle Sonics of the National 
Basketball Association and 
Seattle Storm of the Women’s 
National Basketball 
Association. Michael will be 
responsible for the company's 
revenues and will oversee the 
organization's sales, sponsor- 
ship and marketing divisions. 
He was previously Senior VP 
of Business Operations for the 
NHL's Columbus Blue Jackets. 
Michael has a degree in 
business and economics from 
St. Thomas University in his 


hometown of Fredericton, N.B. 


Nelson M.S. Pang, BA 
(eco.), lives in Hong Kong. “I 
Just started a new job as mer- 
chant sales manager at Standard 
Chartered Bank (Hong Kong) 
Limited. Loving every minute!” 


= 

Robert Gervais, BFA, 
§9 MBA 93, is founder and 
president of Pre2Post, ranked 
by Profit magazine and National 
Post as one of Canada’s leading 
emerging growth companies. 
He is involved in the John 
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Molson MBA International Case 
Competition and the Fondation 
du Maire pour la Jeunesse, and 
sits on the boards of the MS 
Leadership Awards, the Geordie 
Theatre and Youth Employment 
Services. Robert is a featured 
expert for Radio-Canada, RDI, 
the Gazette, Les Affaires and 
National Post, and has lectured 
at First Tuesday, McGill 
University and the JMSB. He 
has also produced theatre, doc- 
umentaries and television. 
Robert recently ran as the can- 
didate for the new Conservative 
Party of Canada in June’s feder- 
al elections in the Westmount 
Ville- Marie riding. 


Aris Kekedjian, BComm (fin. 
& int'l bus.), is the CFO of 

GE Consumer Finance Europe, 
located in Dublin, Ireland. 


Jacqueline Low, BA, MA 
(soc.) 93, received a PhD in 
sociology from McMaster 
University in 1999. She is now 
an assistant professor in the 
Department of Sociology at the 
University of New Brunswick 
in Fredericton. Jacqueline’s 
research is in lay use of alterna- 
tive health care, chronic illness 
and disability, deviant 
behaviour and qualitative 
research methods. She recently 
published her first book, Using 
Alternative Therapies: A 
Qualitative Analysis (Canadian 
Scholars’ Press, 2004). 


15th Reunion 







Roch Bénard, EMBA, 

is now director of admin- 
istration for the Montreal office 
of Blake, Cassels & Graydon, 





LLP, a leading Canadian 
business law firm. “I am proud 
to be part of the 2004, Canadian 
Law Firm of the Year, as 
declared by Chambers and 
Partners Legal Publishers.” 


David Braha, BSc (psych.), 
lives in Bedford, N.S., with his 
wife and two children. “I com- 
pleted a BSc in physiotherapy 
from Dalhousie University in 
1998. I have completed three 
years of training in osteopathy 
at the Canadian College of 
Osteopathy in Toronto. J own 
and practice physiotherapy at 
the Bedford Orthopaedic Health 
Centre located in Bedford.” 


Juan Corsilfo, BComm (fin.), 
and his wife, Debora, have two 
boys, Justin and Matthew, and 
live in Ridgefield, Conn. “I 

was recently promoted to Vice- 
President of Marketing for U.S. 
equipment financing, a $20- 
billion unit, for GE Commercial 
Finance in Stamford, Conn.” 


[eer 
0] Aldo Rabih, BComm, 
lives in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
“I’m married to Adina Gadeloff 
and have two kids. I received 
my CPA/CA designation 
in 1998, worked at Price- 
WaterhouseCoopers in New 
York until 2001, and in 2002 
opened a risk management 
practice focusing on internal 
control reviews.” 
= 
janet de Paiva, BA 
q (comm. studs.), works for 
BRC Imagination Arts in Los 
Angeles. “I am still working in 
the entertainment industry. In 
addition to being a prop master 
and set dresser, I have been 


working on themed entertain- 
ment projects, recently having 
returned from Las Vegas, where 
I was project coordinator 

on Star Trek: Borg Invasion.” 


jdepaiva@breweb.com 


is 

Patricia Benezra, BA 
Q3 (journ.), writes, “After 
graduating, | did an MBA in 
Toulouse, France. I then moved 
to the U.S. and worked on 
multiple film and video 
productions. I now live in Israel 
with my husband Amir and 
my two girls, Mika and Billie. 
I produce video projects.” 


Kari Giddings, Cert, BA 
(APSS) 95, received a degree 
in communications from the 
University of Calgary. She is 
now a relations advisor for 
Canadian Pacific Railway in 
Calgary. 


esa) 
0 | Gregory Edwards, 
BComm (fin.), lives in 


Surrey, England. “I have joined 
the Royal Bank of Scotland as 
director of e-sales, responsible 
for leading the sales effort for 
foreign exchange e-sales, API 


and complex solutions.” 


John Iwanic, MBA, started 

a new position as a Strategic 
Business Development 
Manager for the Dallas-based 
Luminator. He lives in 
Montreal. “J work out of a 
home-based office and handle 
sales and marketing activities 
for Canada, the U.S. northeast 
and the Far East for the compa- 
ny’s line of lighting, electronic 
displays and communications 
systems sold to mass transit 


authorities and subway/ 


commuter rail car builders.” 


Karen Lynn Kitto, BFA 
(drama in ed.), writes, “I 
married Michael Collins in 
August 2002 and immediately 
moved to France. We left in 
February 2004 to come to 
Chicago, where we are currently 
very happily residing. As I write 
this [in September], we have a 
baby due in November! So life 
is indeed quite exciting.” 


LOth Reunion 


Suzanne Reisler 

Litwin, MA (ed. tech.), 
is acomputer teacher for Jewish 
People’s Schools and Peretz 
Schools in Montreal. She is 
married with three children. "I 
loved studying at Concordia, 
and I’m hoping to be published 
as a children’s book author.” 


esicieesee 
Of Miladin Djurisic, BA 
(econ.), is pursuing a PhD 
in operations research at Ecole 
Polytechnique of Université de 
Montréal. He is a developer of 
revenue management systems 
for Swiss International Airlines, 
and lives in Cornwall, Ont. “I 
returned to Canada after four 
years in Switzerland, now 
balancing my career and PhD 
studies.” 


Jamie Dugdale, BA (urban 
studs.), lives in Calgary. "I 

am a development officer for 
the Town of Cochrane, Alta., 
working on development 
permits as well as land-use 
bylaw amendments and 
subdivision approvals. I was a 
member of the Stingers football 
team, 1991-93.” 


— CldassaCls 


Jake Langley, BFA (jazz 
studs.), recently released 
Diggin’ In (Alma Records), his 
third CD. On Diggin’ In, the 
2004, National Jazz Award 
Guitarist of the Year teamed 
with veteran drummer Terry 
Clarke and B3 organist Joey 
DeFrancesco. Jake appeared 
at the Oakville Jazz Festival in 
August and at Upstairs Jazz 

& Grill Bar in Montreal in 
October. He also toured western 
Canada in November and will 
continue to tour to America, 
Germany and Japan. 


Giovanni Pallotta, BComm 
(mktg.), is a pharmaceutical 
sales representative for Pfizer 
Canada in Ottawa. “After 
graduating, I worked in 
Montreal for three years, then 
moved on to Toronto for two, 
finally ending up in Ottawa for 
the last four years. I recently 
got married to Maureen Salem 
and have become part owner 
of Meditheo Restaurant in 
Ottawa. Being part of the 
Concordia Marketing Students 
Association (GMSA) was a 
great experience that helped 
shape the person I am today. 
Would love to hear from past 
friends and colleagues.” 


gpallotta@videotron.ca 


Alice Ming Wai Jim, MFA 
(art hist.), received a PhD from 
McGill in 2004, becoming one 
of the first people in Canada to 
graduate with a doctorate in 

the field of contemporary Asian 
art. Her thesis was “Urban 
Metaphors in Hong Kong Media 
Art.” In 2003 Alice became the 
curator of the International 


Centre for Contemporary Asian 
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Art in Vancouver, where she 


lives. 


—— 

David Checa, BComm 
Q/ (mktg.), writes, “After 
graduating, I moved back to 
my home country of Ecuador 


in 1998." 


Christine Desbiolles-Clark, 
BA (leis. studs.), is now with 
Children’s Wish Foundation 

of Ganada, celebrating its 20th 
anniversary, in Montreal. The 
Quebec West Chapter of the 
Foundation has granted more 
than 2,000 wishes. 


Carol Turner, BA (Fr. studs.), 
recently began as Manager, 
Strategic Sourcing, with 
Johnson & Johnson in Toronto. 
“My primary responsibility is 
to look for opportunities for 
synergies amongst the Johnson 
& Johnson family of Canadian 
businesses. The goal is to 
reduce overall costs for non- 


stock items.” 


[est] 
iT Ursula Haferstroh, 


BComm, lives in 


Hamburg, Germany. 


Michele Mendelssohn, BA 
(Eng. lit.), lives in Westmount. 
“After finishing my BA in 
English and liberal arts in 
1998, I did research and taught 
at Heidelberg University 
(Germany) thanks to a DAAD 
Fellowship. J was then awarded 
a scholarship to Cambridge 
University, where I completed 
an MPhil in American 
literature in 2000 and a PhD 
in English literature in 2003. 
From 2001 to ‘03 I was also 

a Fulbright Scholar and a 
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departmental associate in the 
Department of English and 
American Literature at 
Harvard University. J am 
currently a lecturer in the 
humanities at Boston 
University, where I teach in 

a program very similar to 
Concordia's Liberal Arts 
College. It gives me great 
satisfaction to know that J am 
continuing this ‘great books’ 
tradition. I am grateful to 

the excellent teachers I 

had at LAC (Virginia Nixon, 
Claudia Clausius, Fred Krantz 
and Geoff Fidler) for having 
introduced me to a lifetime 

of learning.” 


Nick Titcombe, BFA 
(theatre), is working as a 
printer and living in Windsor, 
Ont., with his wife and their 
newborn daughter, Darcy 
Bennett. 


a 

Eric Davison, BComm 
QQ (fin.), is a senior financial 
analyst for Celanese in Dallas, 
Tex. “After Concordia, I 
relocated to the Celanese plant 
in Edmonton in early 2000. | 
spent a little over two years in 
Edmonton before relocating to 
‘Big D’ in June of ‘02, to the 
global head office for Celanese 
Chemicals. The work is inter- 
esting and challenging, the 
summers hot and the winter 
months agreeable compared to 
the brutal weather north of the 
border. Though I do miss 
friends in Montreal (when I 
have time to) and the food, 
there is little else I do miss — 
other than Stingers football.” 


Thomas May, DIA, is the 
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manager of Doping Control 
Policy and Development at the 
World Anti-Drug Doping 
Agency in Montreal. 


Bonnie Sonnenschein, MA 
(psych.), PhD (psych.) 04, is now 
a postdoctoral research fellow at 
McGill, studying how aging 
affects motivation and reward. 


Sth Reunion 


Anna Maria Lindberg, 
BComm (mktg.), lives 

in Playa Del Rey, Calif., and 

is Director of Business 
Development for ESI Techtrans 
Inc. in Los Angeles. “I moved 
to Los Angeles two days after 
my final exam at Concordia in 
December of 1999 and started 
working for ES] Techtrans, an 
international business develop- 
ment firm, two weeks after | 
arrived. I love living here but 

I miss Montreal a great deal.” 


Julie-Anna Miny, BComm 
(fin.), received an MSc in 
finance from the ISMA Centre 
at the University of Reading, 
England. She now works for the 
Royal Bank of Canada in Paris, 
France, in structuring and 


marketing derivative products. 


eet 

1 Rahul Combernous, BA 
l (poli. sci.), received an MA 
in international politics and 
security studies from the 
University of Bradford, U.K., 
in 2002. “I am working as the 
program officer at the Geneva 
International Academic 
Network, an international 
academic donor organization 
in Switzerland.” 


combernous@ruig-gian.org 


aa 

? Mathieu Amin, MBA 
( (bus. admin.), writes, 
“Upon graduating from the 
JMSB, I travelled in Europe for 
a month, then began a position 
as the research facilitator for 
the JMSB in the newly restruc- 
tured Office of Research, where 
I've gained significant insight 
on the diversity of research in 
the business school and across 
the university. The researchers’ 
search for knowledge inspired 
me to apply to Goncordia’'s 
Special Individualized Program, 
which allows pioneering 
graduate students interested in 
interdisciplinary academic 
programs to customize their 
own programs. I hope that my 
doctoral studies in conflict and 
negotiation will allow me to 
become a successful mediator 
for national and international 
organizations, and to eventually 
work with the UN in roots-up 
conflict mediation and 
negotiation. More recently, I’ve 
become involved with the 
newly formed JMSB Alumni 
Chapter, as the VP Alumni 
Services. Our challenge is to 
construct an alumni network, 
and I’m confident that we will 
be successful as we have an 
incredibly talented group of 
individuals from a variety of 
academic, cultural and experi- 
ential backgrounds, which | 
believe illustrates the richness 
of graduates of the JMSB and 
Concordia in general.” 


Rodney Snooks, MA (phil.), 
received a BSc from St. Mary's 
University in 1990 and an MSc 
from the University of British 
Columbia. “I was a chemistry 
teacher at Dawson College, 





Montreal, 2001-02, and I am 
now a PhD candidate in the 
Department of Philosophy at 
the University of Toronto. 
My dissertation will concern 
explanatory practice in 
synthetic chemistry (a.k.a. 
‘wet’ chemistry).” 


Tony Trew, BFA (des. art), is 
one of the editors and founders 
of Warrior, a free cultural maga- 
zine launched in September 
and available in Montreal, 
Ottawa, Toronto, New York City 
and San Francisco. Warrior pro- 
vides, in the words of its edi- 
tors, “space for critical and cre- 
ative discourse to be imbued 
with political and the fantasti- 


cal.” warriormagazine.org 


aaa 

Genevieve Gosset, 
03 BComm (mktg.), started 
a new business, Femmes en 
Formes, in Montreal in May. 
“This is a new concept of 30- 
minute fitness centres for 
women only. I'm very proud of 
the education | completed at 
Concordia. And without a doubt 
it helped me accomplish my 
goal of starting a business.” 


Sarah Kelly, BA (journ.), 
lives in New York City, where 
she is studying to become 

a lawyer. “I'd like to meet 
other people in my future pro- 
fession.” skellyO3@nyls.edu 


Melicia Payne, BComm 
(int'l. bus.), is a marketing 
intern at IS] Emerging Markets 
in New York City. “After gradu- 
ating, | applied to the Young 
Professionals International, 

a program sponsored by the 
Canadian government through 


the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade. 
It provides youth with a first 
paid career-related interna- 
tional work experience. I am 
very happy to have been 
accepted into this program and 
placed within a very promising 
company in New York City.” 


See 

Nicole Ambrozewicz, 
4 BComm (mktg.), moved 
to London, England, soon after 
graduating. She is now an 
advertising account executive 
for the advertising agency Leo 
Burnett. “] am in the graduate 
recruitment program and work 
full-time representing 30 
international countries for 
Western Union. I have signed a 
two-year contract and am 
enjoying life in London.” 


Alexis Haligua, BSc (biol.), 
has been accepted to the 
Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev Faculty of Health 
Sciences Medical School for 
International Health, a medical 
school in Israel that expands 
upon the traditional medical 
curriculum to emphasize 
global health and health care 
for under-served populations 
across the globe in collabora- 
tion with Columbia University 
Medical Center. Alexis is the 
founder of Time for Teens, 

a mentoring program that pairs 
university students with 
troubled teenagers in an effort 
to encourage local high school 
students to stay in school. She 
plans to remain in Israel for 
three years and will learn about 
humanitarian emergencies, 
healthcare economics, disaster 
relief, infectious diseases and 


nutrition. She will also 
complete coursework in 
epidemiology, medical anthro- 
pology and cross-cultural 
communication and spend two 
months doing hands-on 
fieldwork in India, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Nepal or Peru. 


Cheryl Lee McLean, MA 
(creative arts therapies), isa 
therapist, educator and drama- 
tist in Dorchester, Ont. “After 
working for 15 years in commu- 
nications and adult education, I 
returned to graduate school, 
working in Montreal as a thera- 
pist in mental health and social 
gerontology doing group thera- 
py and qualitative research and 
converting field research into 
performances for education and 
social and systemic change. I 
am now presenting research 
and performances for national 
conferences and universities in 
Canada and the U.S. My recent 
work is Remember Me for Birds, 
an ethno-drama about aging, 
autonomy and mental health. 
My major accomplishment: I'm 
still married after 25 years to 
my husband, Don, a principal 
in London, Ont. Our children, 
Ashley and Bryan, are both 
attending university in 
Ontario.” 


Jacques A. Weber, BA 
(ling.), lives in Houston, Tex., 
“I am now president and CEO 
of Interpretext, Inc., a language 
and legal services company 
with global headquarters in 
Houston. We also maintain 
offices in London, England; 
Dublin, Ireland; and Singapore. 
For more information, visit 


interpretext.com.” 
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appear in Class Acts, please send this form or write the Office of University 
Advancement & Alumni Relations, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., 

FB-520, Montreal, Qc. H3G 1M8, or send a fax to (514) 848-2826, or 
e-mail us at alumni@alcor.concordia.ca. 


Name 
Degree/year/ program 


Home address 


Telephone 
Check box if this is anew address J) 
If you continued studies, where? 


What subject? 


Degree(s) and 7 


Name of employer , Ae 
Business address 'g ° Al La a 


Business telep 
Your compan 


Your position and what you do 


Married? Children? 
€-mail 


News and comments 


| would like to volunteer for 
Homecoming [) Committees (J 


Mentor Chapter work (J 
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In Memo;rtamM | 


Charles de Lotbiniere Harwood, L BA 25, died May 
2 in Waterloo, Que. When Charles retired, he 
was Assistant Vice-President of Bell Canada. 
His many accomplishments included being 
president of the Montreal Chamber of 
Commerce and president of the Chambre de 
commerce de la province de Québec, and 
director general of Protocol of the 1976 
Olympics. He was presented Her Majesty's 
Jubilee Medal and was a Serving Brother of the 
Order of St. John. Charles is survived by his 
sons Charles Jr. and Robert. He was 98. 


Harold Herbert Potter, S BA 39, died on May 8 in 
Montreal. Harold was a professor of sociology 
at Sir George and Concordia for 30 years, until 
his retirement in 1977. He was go. 


C. Crawford Lindsay, L attendee 4.4. died October 
4. in Montreal. Crawford received his MD from 
McGill in 1950, where he was an assistant pro- 
fessor, 1973-79. His specialty was obstetrics 
and gynecology, and his principal appoint- 
ments were at the Montreal General, Royal 
Victoria and Oshawa General hospitals. 
Crawford is survived by his children Joanne, 
Charles, Ian, Brian, Martha and Zoe. 


Thomas W. (Tom) Brown, L BA so, died July 30 in 
Ottawa. After Loyola, Tom received his law 
degree from McGill and enjoyed a long career 
in labour relations. He had been an officer 
with the Canadian Army and subsequently 
became a Captain with the Royal Montreal 
Regiment. At Loyola, he was on the boxing, 
hockey and football teams, and later he 
became an avid dog-sled racer and also raised 
cattle. On October 1, Father Norman Dodge, 
S.J., LBA 49, led a private memorial service 
for Tom in Ottawa. He is survived by his wife, 
Jeannine, and children Laurie, Kevin, Tom Jr. 
and Terry. He was 76. 


Robert K.G. Norris, S BA 56, died August 9 in 
Port Credit, Ont. He was the son of the late 
Kenneth Norris, the principal of Sir George 
Williams from 1936 to 1956. Robert worked in 
the packaging industry and was greatly 
involved in his church, the University Lodge, 
Rotary and Probus. He is survived by his wife, 
Elaine, and his children Doug, Katie and Sally. 
Robert was 70. 


Howard Berlind Ripstein, S BComm 60, died on 
September 27 in Montreal. A Concordia 
Professor Emeritus of Accounting, Howard 
was a chartered accountant and a graduate of 
Sir George Williams and Queen's universities. 
He was a long-time professor at Sir George 
Williams and Loyola and then Concordia. 


After flying a tour of bomber operations over 
Germany during the Second World War and 
post-war service with the Royal Canadian Air 
Force (Auxiliary), Howard retired as a Flight 
Lieutenant in 1958. His many honours includ- 
ed being invested with the Croix du 
Combattant de l'Europe in 2000 by the 
Government of France and being appointed an 
Officer of the Venerable Order of the Hospital 
of St. John of Jerusalem in 2004, He was 80. 


Loretta Mahoney, L BSc 62, MBA 74, died 
October 6 in Ottawa. Loretta was one of the 
first two female graduates of Loyola College, in 
1962, and served as Salutatorian for her class. 
She later received a Concordia MBA, which 
helped in her career with Petro Canada and as 
a director for Energy, Mines and Resources 
with the Government of Canada. Loretta creat- 
ed a scholarship in her name at Concordia for 
female science and engineering students. 


Nicholas Regush, S BA 67, died October 14 in 
Montreal. He was an award-winning and 
Emmy-nominated investigative journalist who 
worked for the Gazette, CBC TV's Fifth Estate, 
ABC TV's Day One and Nightline, among other 
publications and programs. In 2002 Nicholas 
launched RedFlagsDaily.com, a website dealing 
with health and safety issues. He is survived by 
his wife, Barbara Lewis. 


John Scholefield, S BA 69, died September 8 in 
Senneville, Que. After completing his master’s 
degree at Edinburgh University in 1970, John 
worked at various jobs before becoming presi- 
dent of Laurentide Aviation in the early 1980s. 
He also owned the Montreal Flying Club at St. 
Hubert Airport, served on the boards of the 
Air Transport Association of Canada and 
Morgan Arboretum, and was a town councillor 
in Senneville from 1995. John was an avid 
pilot, sailor, tennis player and skier. He is 
survived by his wife, Diane, and children 
Amanda and James. He was 56. 


Ramapada Kar, MEng 73, died June 22 in 
Montreal. Ramapada worked for most of his 
career as a civil and structural engineer for the 
Energy Division of SNC-Lavalin, helping 
design many major projects, until his retire- 
ment in 1999. 


Constantine Salamis, MBA 75, MCSc 82, died 
May 25 in Montreal. He worked in various sys- 
tems and IT positions at Canadian Pacific for 
29 years, taught telecommunications manage- 
ment at McGill and was involved in several 
philanthropic associations. Constantine is 
survived by his wife, Corinne (Popescu). 
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Jaroslav Svoboda, PhD 76, died July 26 near 
Westport, N.Y. He had been practicing aero- 
batic stunts when his plane went into a dive 
and never recovered. Jaroslav was a professor " 
in Concordia’s Department of Mechanical and 
Industrial Engineering, where he served for 
more than 25 years. During his career Jaroslav 
was the director of the Graduate Aerospace 
Program and director of the Centre for 
Industrial Controls, and he worked to build 
links with the aerospace industry to develop 
the undergraduate option and graduate pro- 
gram. He was 62. 


Louise Holubek, BFA 78, died in June in 
Chicago. She was a resident of Urbana, III. 
Louise is survived by her husband, George 
Beck. She was 53. 


Delano Jureidini, BA (comm. studs.) 81, died 
June 24. in Montreal. He worked as a director, 
creator and producer in documentary film and 
television, including on Hockey Night in 
Canada and the Just for Laughs television series 
on CBCTV and the award-winning children’s 
show Buzz Zone for CFCF TV. Delano was 51. 


Monique (Lacoursiere) Gwyn, BEd 88, died June 4. 
in Ottawa. She is survived by her children 
Louise, Madeleine, Rhys and Rebecca. Born in 
Summerside, PEI, Monique came to Quebec as 
a young adult and worked for Canadian Pacific 
and then the Foreign Service, representing 
Canada in Belgrade, Athens, Hanoi, Saigon, 
Tokyo, Ghana and Bonn. She returned to 
Montreal and to Concordia in the 1980s, and 
upon graduating from the TESL program 
taught in Ontario, Quebec, Mexico and 
Poland. 


Nicholas Dahan, BA (econ.) 89, died July 28 in 
Montreal. At Concordia, Nicholas played for 
the Stingers football team, 1986-89. He was 


39. 


Laura (Hodgson) Macey, BA (soc.) 9s, died in 
Toronto on February 3. She is survived by her 
husband, Richard. She was 31. 


Daniela Cantiani, BA 96, died July 31 in 
Montreal. Daniela is survived by her husband. 
Michael Fiorilli, and her sons Giuliano and 
Gianluca. She was 33. 


Kelly Anne Drummond, BA 02, died on October 4 
in Montreal. At Concordia, she played wom- 
en’s rugby for the Stingers. Kelly Anne was 24. 


UNIGLOBE VOYAGES LEXUS 


Serving travelers since 1986 


Experience the Excellence in Travel Management 
Services 


* Complete Business and Leisure Travel Management 
Services 
Competent, Courteous and Devoted Consultants 
Network of over 750 agencies around the world 
7/24 Toll-Free Emergency Line 
Personalized Service 


1253 McGill College Ave., ste. 155, Montreal, Que., 
Tel: 514-397-9221 
info@uniglobelexus.com 


The world’s largest single-brand travel franchise. 
We are a member of the Board of Trade of Metropolitan 
Montreal 


UVALOBE. 


Voyages Lexus 


www.uniglobelexus.com 


Give the gift of golf 


The exclusive Privileged Play club offers Concordia alumni 
great opportunities to tee off at more than 100 of the best 
courses across Canada and the U.S., with savings of 20 per 
cent on green fees and carts, with no restrictions. Enjoy a free 
round of golf when playing with a full-paying friend (value of 
up to $225) and much more. Consider giving the golfer in your 
life a great golf membership for only $99, and save the $150 
initiation fee. 


To purchase or for more information, visit Privileged Play, 
privplay-extras.com/page/180-9062.htm, or cal! 
1-800-903-4268. 


The School of Community and 
Public Affairs — 25th Anniversary 


Concordia’s School of Community and Public Affairs is cele- 
brating its 25th anniversary and would like to invite all alumni 
to join in the festivities in April 2005. To receive information, 
please contact Perry Calce at the SCPA, (514) 848-2424 ext. 
2579, or sepa25anniversary@hotmail.com. Hope to see you 
there! 








Aaron Reaume Rachel Dhawan 
VV Major in Studio Arts Major in Studio Arts 
i Minor in Women and the Fine Arts 


i Concordia 


ta 
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open house 


y Saturday, January 29, 2005 


It’s Open House at Concordia University, 
Saturday, January 29, from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Take advantage of this great 
opportunity to speak with faculty 
representatives, counsellors and current 
students. Attend information sessions, 
discover student services, take a guided 
tour of both campuses and fill out 
an admissions application form. An 
information booth will be available for 
alumni who want to learn more about 
alumni benefits, services, activities and 
“events. At Sir George Williams Campus 
- and Loyola Campus. 





For more information, visit concordia.ca/info/openhouse. 


Science College 25th Anniversary 
Science College Alumni: 
You are invited to a reunion! 


We will be celebrating our 25th 
anniversary, March 10-12, 
2005. Among the events will be 


a public lecture by Dr. Majid 
Fotuhi, BSc 87, a Science 
College graduate and director 
of the Memory Disorders Unit 
of Sinai Hospital of Baltimore, 
at the Oscar Peterson Concert 
Hall, March 10; a poster day at 
the Richard J. Renaud Science 
Complex, March 11; anda 
banquet at Montreal’s Omni 
Hotel, March 12. 


The Science College would like to have its alumni contact 
Lillian Jackson, Lillian@vax2.concordia.ca, or (514) 848-2424 
ext. 2595, for more information and to receive an invitation. 
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Late bloomer boomer 


By Lorri Benevix, BA 03 


school, I remember thinking that 

the end of my education days couldn't 
come quickly enough. A university degree 
was a fuzzy-edged dream, put off for 
later — much later. In the meantime, I had 


| n 1972, during my last year of high 






Lorri Benedik with her son Zachary, at left, and with 
; Concordia President Frederick Lowy, above, on stage 
eee =at the 2003 convocation ceremonies at Place des Arts. 


places to go and people to see. If my 
parents were disappointed they didn't let 
on, supporting my decision to get a job. 
Data processing clerk was my first 
position, at Zeller's head office, conve- 
niently located around the corner from 
our duplex in Snowdon. The job was 
monotonous as all day I mindlessly put 
thousands of invoices into alphabetical 
order, preparing them for computer 
input by the lightning quick fingers 
of our motherly keypunch “ladies.” 


next five years repeated the pattern of 
working for nine months and travelling 
for three. Then we broke up. 

On my own for the first time, at 23, 
I took an entry-level position with 
Via Rail, and within 10 months I was 
awarded a position as sales rep. This 
fun job had fabulous perks, including 
access to the company-sponsored edu- 
cation program. That old, blurry dream 
of going back to school began to recur 


Ol) THE SAME Day, ZacCHary wenT 
TO KINDerGarTen anD I BeEGan MY BA 
ProGraM. WHeN I PICKED HIM UP HE aSKED, 


“MOM, WHaT’S YOUr TEACHEL’S NAME?” 


There were, however, a couple of 
things I liked very much about working. 
I had bonded with a new group of 
friends and adored the weekly pay- 
cheque with my name on it. About 
eight months in, an accountant from 
our department recommended me fora 
position with one of his private clients. 
I left the protective Zeller’s family 
and began working for Honda City, 

a motorcycle retailer in exciting down- 
town Montreal. 

Around this time | met my first seri- 
ous boyfriend. After dating for a while 
we made plans to travel, so we worked 
hard, saving our money. In September 
1973 we left for Europe, and for the 


and clarify. I took one course per 
semester at Concordia and loved it. 

One year later my job responsibili- 
ties changed, requiring me to travel, 
so university was back to the back 
burner. After a decade with Via I left 
for a new challenge but two years later 
found myself job hunting again. It 
became clear that without a degree it 
would be difficult to acquire a position 
of real interest or challenge. However, 
1 had a lifestyle to which I had become 
accustomed. Going back to school was 
not an option. 

When I got married, at 37, I was com- 
fortable in a lucrative sales job. Our 
decision to start a family required some 
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hard decisions. My husband and I 
wanted our child to have one stay-at- 
home parent, so together we decided I 
would quit my job to raise our baby, but 
when the child was ready to go to school 
I could attend university full time. 

Our sweet boy, Zachary, and I started 
school on the same day in September 
1999. He went to kindergarten and I 
began my BA program, in human rela- 
tions. When | picked him up he asked, 
“Mom, what's your teacher's name?” We 
compared notes, both very pleased. Four 
years later I graduated (with distinction). 
My university years had been trans- 
forming — something exceptional had 
occurred. Working on my first essays I 
became aware of how much I love writing. 
My professors were generous, thrilling 
me with comments like, “You should have 
this published.” Since graduating, my 
husband has been great, supporting me 
emotionally and financially while I pur- 
sue my new dream — freelance writing. 

Looking back, I regret nothing. In June 
2003 my parents, then 85 and 79, sat tall 
in their seats at Place des Arts for my con- 
vocation ceremony. They say that they are 
just as proud of me today as they would 
have been 30 years ago. Their uncondi- 
tional acceptance and love are the founda- 
tion that allowed me to follow the dreams 
of my heart and to define success on my 
own terms and in my own timeframe. 


Lorri Benedik is a Montreal freelance writer. 


They’re all profiting from their connections. 


Cyime ti mui 
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Pablo Misas, BFA 01 Hana Gartner, L BA 68 


John Kopanas, BEng 03 


When these alumni graduated, they automatically became 
members of the Concordia University Alumni Association. 


That gives them access to a growing number of advantages, services and opportunities, all of which you, 
as a Concordia graduate, can also enjoy. As a graduate, you get preferential rates on life and general insur- 
ance. You can profit from your connections to the university by participating in alumni events held across 
the country and around the world, just for fun or for the networking benefits participation brings. You 
can remain informed about the Concordia community through the alumni website or Concordia 


University Magazine. You can participate in the online mentor program. And much more. Make sure 
youre profiting from your connections. 


To learn more or to update your contact information, visit alumnt.concordia.ca, or call 


(514) 848-2424 ext. 4856 or 1-888-777-3330. 
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| Emily and Rob know they can't predict 
their future. But they know how to protect it. 


Emily and Rob know there are no guarantees in life. They make the best financial decisions they can for 
their future and accept that some things are out of their control. The future security of their family isn’t 
one of those things. That’s why Emily and Rob invested)in their Alumni Insurance Plans — the ones that 
support their alma mater. They benefit from the low rates and the security of knowing that help will be 
there, just in case it's ever needed. After all, the future is too important to be left to chance. 


Term Life Major Accident Income Protection Extended Health & 
Insurance nsurance insurance Dental Care Insurance 


To find out more about these Alumni Insurance Plans that support Concordia University, 
visit the Web site designed exclusively for Concordia University alumni at: 
www.manulife.com/concordia 
...Or call Manulife Financial toll-free, Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET, at: 
1 888 913-6333 


,..Or e-mail am_service@manulife.com any time. 










Recommended by: Underwritten by: 


Fn | CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY mM Manulife Financial 
; / ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company 
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